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Abstract: Following the invasion of the Bili...Uéré Domaine de Chasse by illegal gold miners in June 2007 and the subsequer
abandonment of a long-term community conservation and research project there, the rst author conducted a survey of
chimpanzees and other large mammals on the south side of the Uele River, in the forests around the cities of Buta, Aketi
and Bambesa. is survey conrmed the presence of a large population of chimparR&edr¢glodytes schweinfurthii)

in these forests, consistent with ndings from surveys north of the Uele between 2004 and 2007. We also documented ar
expansion of the bushmeat trade to the south of the Uele Riked to the artisanal diamond and gold mining industries

and centered on Buta. Over an 18-month period from September 2007 to March 2009, we observed 42 chimpanzee orphan
and 34 chimpanzee carcasses in markets, houses, and by the roadsides. is encounter rate of orphans and carcasses to tt
south of the Uele River was 20-30 times higher than that of the Bili area to the north. Interviews with local villagers and
hunters indicate that there has been a major increase in bushmeat hunting, and the hunting of chimpanzees in particular, over
the past 15 years. is wave of killing is currently expanding rapidly across the region. Given that the northern Democratic
Republic of the Congo is home to one of the largest continuous populations of chimpanzees remaining in Africa, it is crucial
that this region be accorded the highest conservation priority. We recommend four lines of intervention to respond to this
major and urgent threat: 1) Bring an end to the slaughter, 2) Establish formal protection for key chimpanzee populations
and their habitats, 3) Begin educational campaigns via Ims and radio, and 4) Ensure the care of existing orphans.

Key words: Pan troglodytes schweinfurtliiphans, bushmeat crisis, e Democratic Republic of the Congo, artisanal
mining, Bili-Uéré Domaine de Chasse

RésuméApres leinvasion du domaine de chasse Bili-Uéré par les exploitants illegaux deor en juin 2007, le premier auteur a mené
recensement de chimpan®&as(troglodytes schweinfurthigt autre grands mammiféres au sud de la Riviere Uele, ol nous avons
trouvé une grande population des chimpanzés, comme existe aussi au nord. Deaprés notre documentation, nous assistons
recrudescence enorme de commerce de la viande de brousse, liée a leexpansion recente deexploitation artisareiésde lsor et di:
dans la region de Buta. Pendant une période de 18 mois, de septembre 2007 jusque a mars 2009, nous avons denombré 42 orj
chimpanzés et 34 cadavres des chimpanzés mise en vente comme bush meat. Le taux de rencontre des orphelins et carca
de 20-3dois plus elevé que le taux de rencontre constanté a Bilidale la Riviere Uel®-apres leaformantsocauxcette
phénomene date des derniéeres 15 années. Etant donné que la région abrite une des plus grande populations de chimpanzés A
il est urgent que lvon accordera une plus grande priorité a la conservation. Nous recommandons quatre lignes dsmtervention co
réponse a cette menace: 1) Mettre n a ce massacre, 2) Etablir la protection formelle pour les populations clés depalimpanzés
leurs habitats, 3) Commencer des campagdasatton utilisant des Ims et la radév4) Assur le soin des orphelins &xits.

! # & Thurston C. Hicks, Institute for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics, The University of Amsterdam, Postbus 94248, Amsterdam
1090 GE, The Netherlands. Emaclevehicks@hotmail.com
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INTRODUCTION In 2004, Hicks (TH) began a ve-year chimpanzee
study, based initially in the Bili Forest but then moving
west into the Gangu Forest. e Bili-Gangu region is
It has been estimated that the forests of the northern located to the northwest of the town of Bili and is included
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) are home to in the forest-savanna ecotone of the Bili-Uéré Domaine

History of the project

about half of the remaining free-living chimpanzeean( de Chasse (Figure 1). Notable fauna in the Bili-Gangu
troglodytelsin Africa (Butynski, 2001). With chimpanzee Forest includes forest elepharit®Xodonta cyclolislions
populations declining across the continent (Wedshal, (Panthera lep eight species of monkey (see Hicks, in

2003; Campbedt al, 2008), the protection of DRCss large prep.), as well as a major population of chimpanZeas (
population is of vital importance for the survival of the troglodytes schweinfurthii
species.

Figure 1. e study area in the northern DR Congo showing the localities where we encountered chimpanzee bushmeat and orphans.
e map includes both con rmed and uncon rmed cases of orphangdmshmeat (see text for the distinction between these cases).



lllegal Trade reatens DRCes P. t. schweinfurthii/ 3

When rst encountered in 2005, the Gangu to the south bank of the Uele River, but the majority of
chimpanzees showed surprisingly little fear of humans, indigenous South Uele people were Baboa (in Buta and
correlated with a near complete absence of human useBambesa) and Babenza (in Aketi). Each of these major
of the area, which is an indication of negligible hunting groupings was then divided into a number of sub-groups.
pressure in the past (Hicks in prep). Over the following ve Various sher-folk, such as the Bakango and the Lokele,
years, TH was joined by Swinkels (JS) and later by Darbyplied the Uele River in their canoes. We were told by our
(LD). e research was tied closely to a community-based Babenza contacts that a nomadic hunting people called the
co ee-buying project, initiated in 2002 by the Wasmoeth Bangalema were invading their forests from the southeast.
Wildlife Foundation and conservationist Karl Ammann to  We rarely met these people and were told that they tended
encourage support for the conservation of the Bili-Gangu to avoid settlements and live in the forest. In and around
Forest by communities living around its periphery. Buta and Aketi there were also a large number of recent

In June 2007, the local Azande chiefs broke their immigrants from all over DRC and elsewhere; most of
agreement with Wasmoeth by opening illegal gold mining them had apparently arrived in the last decade, following
sites within the Domaine de Chasse. Within a few months, expansion of informal sector mining in the region.
an estimated 3,000 artisanal miners had installed themselves
inside the Reserve near Ngbabo and Mapomboli, within Survey goals
approximately 60 km of Camp Gangu. In September 2007, e goal of our study was to gain better knowledge of
Wasmoeth Wildlife Foundation eld sta le Bili, and the presence and distribution of chimpanzees in Northern
access to the site became dicult for researchers. Local DRC, and to gauge the degree of threat they face from
informants reported an upsurge in bushmeat in the nearby humans. Our survey data revealed a developing crisis facing
mining town of Adama, and in 2008 we received reports of chimpanzees in the Buta-Aketi region south of the Uele
chimpanzee orphans being kept at Bili. River. e data also allowed us to compare the occurrence of

Unable to continue our collaboration with the Bili chimpanzee orphans and bushmeat in several major areas
chiefs, we moved south of the Uele River to conduct undergoing di erent levels of settlement and development.
surveys for chimpanzees and other large mammals, basedis knowledge leaves us better-placed to identify the
around the cities of Aketi, Buta, and Bambesa (Figure 1). factors contributing to the hunting of chimpanzees, to
Between September 2007 and March 2009, in addition toidentify the localities where action is most needed and
these forest surveys, we counted chimpanzee orphans andnost likely to succeed, and to slow or stop the killing.
bushmeat as we encountered them in South Uele cities, Invasion of artisanal-scale miners into the Rubi-Tele
towns, and villages. Domaine de Chasse, 200 km south of the Bili region,
during the period preceding this study was associated
with devastating bushmeat hunting (Hart, 2007). Our

e study regions to the north and south of the Uele  results indicate a similar trend in the Bili-Buta region. e
River di ered in many factors: climate, habitat, ora, fauna, problem is larger and more widespread than anticipated,
and human population density (Hicks, in prep.). e North and expanding. Without immediate intervention, one of
Uele landscape is a mosaic habitat of primary forest, galleryDRCes most important populations of chimpanzees will be
forest, savanna, and savanna woodland, with a markedlyat high risk of depletion or extirpation.
seasonal pattern of rainfall. e human population density
is low. South of the Uele the forest is more continuous, there \1ETHODS
is no savanna, the pattern of rainfall is less seasonal, and the
human population density is much higher. e mammalian ~ Chimpanzee surveys, 2004-2009
fauna is roughly similar, with elephantdokodonta e primary goal of our long-term research in
africang and forest bu alo $yncerus ca er nanpfound northern DRC was to determine the distribution and
on both sides of the Uele River, and hippopotamuses abundance of chimpanzees in selected areas within this
(Hippopotamus amphibiyigiving in most of the big rivers.  large landscape. Inventories and behavioral research
ere are, however, notable di erences: lionPénthera lep were the focus of the rst eld season at Bili (August
and spotted hyenag(ocuta crocufpare common in the 2004 ... July 2005). In 2005, we conducted 160 km of line
north, but not present in the south; whereas the opposite transects through the Bili and Gangu Forests northwest
is the case for okapi®Kkapia johnstofiand red colobus of Bili, to make direct encounters with chimpanzees and
monkeys Piliocolobus fogiHicks, in prep). to count chimpanzee nests and other indirect sign, as well

Over the course of our study, we worked with several as evidence of other large mammals. For all chimpanzee
di erent ethnic groups (Hicks, in prep.). North of the Uele, nests encountered on the transects, we measured the
the majority of villagers were Azande, while in towns such perpendicular distance from the nest to the transect line
as Bili, immigrants of other Congolese ethnicities were also to permit estimation of nest density using DISTANCE
present. Some Azande also lived in settlements adjacentso ware (Bucklandet al, 1993). For our analysis, only

e survey regions































































































