Downloaded from UvA-DARE, the institutional repository of the University of Amsterdam (UvA)
http://hdl.handle.net/11245/2.71454

File ID uvapub:71454
Filename Acknowledgements
Version unknown

SOURCE (OR PART OF THE FOLLOWING SOURCE):

Type PhD thesis

Title Small GTPases : emerging targets in rheumatoid arthritis
Author(s) J.R.F. Abreu

Faculty AMC-UVA

Year 2009

FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS:
http://hdl.handle.net/11245/1.323162

Copyright

1t is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s) and/or
copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open content licence (like
Creative Commons).

UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (http://dare.uva.nl)
(pagedate: 2014-11-19)


http://hdl.handle.net/11245/2.71454
http://hdl.handle.net/11245/1.323162
http://dare.uva.nl

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS






Acknowledgments

During this PhD there were many people who helped me along the way, so now
comes the opportunity to thank everyone who was directly or indirectly involved in
the completion of this thesis.

First of all my promotor and co-promotor who guided me and gave me the opportu-
nity to produce this thesis. Paul-Peter, thank you for your guidance and for always
reminding me to think in terms of chapters/manuscripts. Thanks for the friendly
words during our work discussions, especially during the down moments of my
PhD. I really admire that although always so busy and traveling around the world
you would still make time to correct my manuscripts on short notice. Kris, thanks for
your guidance and supervision. Although our personalities did not always match,
you helped me develop my scientific spirit and shared your knowledge with me.
Thanks for always making time to answer my questions and of course, for the help
in ‘pimping’ my manuscripts!

Then, my team without whom this thesis would not have been possible. My special
thanks to Marjolein Sanders who through all these years has become the indispen-
sable piece in our team. Thanks for all the help whenever an extra pair of hands was
necessary, I enjoyed working with you! Daphne, Sarah, Alek and Wendy, thanks for
all the extra hours spent in the ARIA with the mouse experiments! I really appreciate
your help during this thesis, I could not have made it without you! Thanks also to
the ‘ex-team’ Dion and Tania. It was a pleasure working with you all!

My two good friends and paranimfen, Gabriela and Tineke, thanks for accepting
this job! I enjoyed the moments spent together at work, but especially the nice mo-
ments outside work! Thanks for the nice dinners and ‘uitjes’ - we should enjoy them
more often!

Then all the roomies I had during these years: Klaas (thanks for all the advices with
the mouse experiments!), Alex (thanks for cheering up the office with your singing
:) ), Amber, Marianne, Bernard, Lena (crtacu6o 3a Bamy apy>x0y!), Mourad, Sander,
Pol and Natasha. Thanks for making the work environment fun and ‘gezellig’!

The Portuguese community: Cristina, Nuno e Inés. Cristina, obrigada por seres a
minha conselheira durante o doutoramento. Obrigada pelas dicas, conselhos e pela
amizade! Nuno, obrigada pelos bons momentos e pela amizade. Boa sorte em Por-
tugal!

189



Acknowledgments

Felix and Paul K, I really enjoyed our dinners and going out, hope we’ll have many
more to come! Ronald, working with you made the weekend and 23.00h mouse ex-
periments a bit more fun (although it may seem hard to believe!). Good luck with
your promotion!

Martijn, your passion and enthusiasm for science are contagious. Thanks for all your
nice suggestions and input in this thesis.

René van Lier and Eric, thanks for the critical reading of my manuscripts and for all
the helpful suggestions during our work discussions. René, thanks for accepting to
take part in the committee for my thesis defense.

Tom Smeets and Margriet, thanks for all the help with analyzing and interpreting
my infinite immunohistochemistry slides.

I could not forget to thank the whole KIR team, including all doctors (who were al-
ways on alert for the precious synovial fluid samples), all the technicians and PhDs,
and everyone at EXIM (including G1). Thanks for all the tips, help and specially for
the nice environment to work in!

My thanks to our collaborators from Sanquin (Peter, Paula, Jean-Paul and Anne) for
the nice discussions and help in making chapter 6 possible. My special thanks to
Peter Hordijk for accepting to take part in the committee for my thesis defense.
Joao Eurico, muito obrigada pela hospitalidade em Lisboa!

I had the privilege to join a very nice team at the LUMC. Bart, Gaby, Sandra, Arno,
Fleur, Menno, Tanja, Yvonne, Kay, Martijn, Arnaud, Stefan and Bobby, thanks for
making me feel at home. Bart, your enthusiasm for science is really motivating!
Thanks for the opportunity you're giving me to develop as a scientist.

How boring would life be without friends?... During my stay in The Netherlands I
was fortunate to become friends with a special group of people, Fra, Edo, Dani, Alj,
Agnieszka, Bert, Massi, Bas, Femke, Michiel, Volker, Imke, Vivianda, Ron, Jantienne,
Clemens, thanks for all the great dinners, party’s and for your friendship! Santa, Tai,
Cristiana, Hugo e Hugo André, quem diria que depois do estagio ficariamos por ca
para o doutoramento? Obrigada pelo vosso apoio, amizade e claro, pelos jantares
portugueses!

190



Acknowledgments

Os meus amigos em Portugal... que saudades dos meus amigos portugueses... Ca-
tarina, Ana Catarina, Luisa, Tiago, Lu, Ana e Pévoas, vocés sabem que sao os meus
amigos de sempre, muito especiais! Apesar de passar tanto tempo sem nos vermos,
quando nos re-encontramos a intimidade esta sempre presente e parece que foi on-
tem, a ultima vez que estivemos juntos. Catarina e Luisa, espero que me perdoem
pelas festas perdidas!

Obrigada a toda a minha familia (tios, tias, primos e primas) e quase familia (Zé e
Alice), pelo carinho e amizade. Anténio e Nuno, obrigada pela vossa amizade e por
fazerem a minha mae e irma felizes!

Ik wil mijn nederlandse familie, Hans, Marianne, Marieke en Joost, bedanken omdat
jullie mij het gevoel geven dat ik deel van jullie familie uitmaak. Naast een gewel-
dige schoonfamilie zijn jullie ook goede vrienden!

Oma Mous, sinds de eerste keer dat ik jou ontmoet heb, voelt het alsof ik jouw klein-
kind ben. Dank je wel voor jouw liefde. Ik wil ook de hele familie Mous & Distel-
brink bedanken voor alle warmte die jullie mij geven.

E agora as pessoas mais especiais, que mais me apoiaram durante este projecto...

Mae, obrigada pelo teu carinho, apoio e compreensao. Obrigada por, apesar de ser
dificil ver-me partir para longe, sempre me teres apoiado e dado forca durante este
projecto. Sabes que apesar de estar longe, tu estds sempre no meu coragao! Lila, min-
ha manita, sabes que sem o teu incentivo talvez nem teria comegado este projecto.
Obrigada por sempre me fazeres acreditar em mim, especialmente nos momentos
mais dificeis. Vocés sabem que eu tenho muito orgulho de vos ter como mae e irma
e que vos adoro! Muito obrigada por tudo!

Finally I would like to thank this PhD for giving me the opportunity to meet Ro-
gier... Lieve Rogier, bedankt voor jouw liefde en vriendschap, dat je altijd in mij

bent blijven geloven en mij gesteund hebt tijdens de moeilijke momenten. Ik ben heel
gelukkig om iemand zo speciaal te hebben naast mij. Eu amo-te muito muito!

Joana

191





