Downloaded from UvA-DARE, the institutional repository of the University of Amsterdam (UvA)
http://hdl.handle.net/11245/2.54463

File ID
Filename
Version

uvapub:54463
Acknowledgements
unknown

SOURCE (OR PART OF THE FOLLOWING SOURCE):
Type
PhD thesis
Title
Time-Resolved Spectroscopy of Energy Transfers in Optoelectronic Media
Author(s)
I. Izeddin Aguirre
Faculty
FNWI: Van der Waals-Zeeman Institute (WZI)
Year
2008

FULL BIBLIOGRAPHIC DETAILS:
http://hdl.handle.net/11245/1.279640

Copyright
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s) and/or
copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open content licence (like
Creative Commons).
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (http://dare.uva.nl)
(pagedate: 2014-11-17)

Acknowledgements
Needless to say, this thesis would not be in your hands without the invaluable
help and support of so many people along the years I have spent in Amsterdam. First of all, Tom, thank you for welcoming me in your group ﬁve years
ago, when you knew very little about me. In this time, I have never seen
your oﬃce door closed for me—or for any other member of the group, for that
matter—either for a scientiﬁc discussion or a simple rant. I have always appreciated your openness to discuss any subject and, even when we would defend
confronted points of view, your will to provide a fair playground and your
honesty in your arguments—which, in my opinion, is not incompatible with a
mild cynicism. During our morning coﬀee time, our weekly group meetings,
Friday beers, endless discussions, Christmas dinners, eventual desperation and
hopes... I have learnt a lot from you and always appreciated the way you run
the group. My arrival to Amsterdam would not have ever happened if Manu
F. had not placed that little ad in Barcelona; I am grateful to him for that.
And again, I can only thank him ﬁr his warm welcome and guidance when
I started working next to him; his advices and friendship meant and mean a
lot to me and he has been the mirror where I could look at. Besides Tom
and Manu, the group was composed by Mark Klik, Vinh, Maciej, and Bert,
when I joined in. Every single line written in this thesis is supported by their
work; I learnt from them all—it is a long and bizarre list—, and they left
the best heritage I could ﬁnd: I have exploited it with pleasure. Besides, the
environment they managed to create in the oﬃce and the lab was always a
motivation.
During my years in the group, new members have arrived and others have
gone—that’s life—, but its essence has suﬀered little changes. Partly, this has
been achieved by the human quality and the hard work of the people involved.
Henk, the quiet man, a pleasure to work with and whose unalterable nerves
I wanted for myself in more than one occasion. The actual members of the
group: Salvo, Ha, Dolf, and Wieteke; I must let you know that leaving the
lab at this moment has been almost painful. You form a great team, and
working with you was smooth and fun; I sometimes laugh all alone in the
111

112

Acknowledgements

middle of the street when some situations I got involved with you, guys, cross
my mind. Peter Stallinga, who arrived to stir up the group, thank you for
your provocations. One of my duties as a PhD student was the guidance of
Bachelor and Master student projects. Mark S., Chris V., and, again, Dolf; I
am afraid I have learnt more from you and these experiences, than you have
possibly done from me. I also want to have a word for the people in the
mechanical and electronic workshops who have been somehow related to my
research; some of them maybe without knowing it, by their daily work, and
others more directly involved into it, like Gerrit, who helped me to control the
ever growing beast in the lab.
During my research, I have collaborated with other scientists outside my
home Institute. Samples, theories, data, new labs, new experiments, new visions, discussions, ﬂames... From this magma that deﬁnes Science itself, I have
had the opportunity of working with some fabulous—in the strictly literal sense
of the term: of an incredible, astonishing, or exaggerated nature—people. In a
prominent place, I want to acknowledge Irina Yassievich, for whom I declare a
genuine admiration. Both, as a scientist and in the personal side; for her brilliant ideas, her impetus and her strength, I can only be proud of co-authoring
some of my papers with her. And by her side, a wild bunch of scientist from
the IOFFE Institute in St. Petersburg. I have a mixed sensation of sadness
and honor for co-authoring the last paper of Mischa Bresler, rest in peace, a
brilliant scientist with a bitting intelligence. Oleg Gusev, an experimentalist
among so many theorist. And the young generation: Andrey Moskalenko and
Alexei Prokoﬁev. I am so indebted to all of them.
Still in Russia, but now from Nizhny Novgorod, I also had the pleasure of
working with Boris Andreev, and use some of his samples to carry out the
research performed in Chapter 1; my acknowledgments extend to Professor
Krasil’nik. A separate chapter would be needed to describe one single working
day with Vitalii Ivanov. I will only say here that this has been my closest
experience to riding a wild horse... And I am glad that, not only I survived,
but together we made a nice work while having some good laughs, chats, and
shots.
My acknowledgements to Minoru Fujii, from Kobe University, for kindly
providing me with the state-of-the-art nanocrystals samples used in Chapter
2, and for fruitful discussions in the lobbies of scientiﬁc meetings around the
world. I also want to thank Professor Kimura for the interest he expressed for
my work and Spanish classical music.
Those who have experience in beam-time experiments will understand the
type of bounds that are developed among the people involved in the measurements. First, I would like to thank the FELIX staﬀ, in Rijnhuizen, and

Acknowledgements

113

especially Vinh, for their skillful assistance during my days and nights there.
I keep in my mind every person with whom I have spent hours in the FELIX
experiments, going through stress, tensions, and sleepless nights.
Back to Amsterdam, I want to express my admiration and gratitude to the
group leaders and staﬀ members of the WZI. They have made the Lab a place
with an outstanding scientiﬁc quality and a enviable atmosphere: somewhere
where anyone would be willing to work in. Part of this success is also due to
all the administrative and technical staﬀ, for whom my gratitude is extended.
The real trouble comes now. Expressing, in printed words, my gratitude
and feelings towards so many people, so many friends who were not directly
related to my research and who are now part of my soul is “like dancing about
architecture”. I am going to do something unusual, which is sparing any name
from now on. To all my friends, I know you are now reading this with a smile in
your face. My justiﬁcation—not my excuse—is the fear of forgetting someone
important; besides, you know who you are.
I want to start with the wonderful people I have met working next to me,
mainly, but not only, in the WZI and the ITF buildings. After hours in
the darkness of the lab, and a labyrinth of data and equations, it has been
very important to me looking up and ﬁnding always someone I could vent
on, talk to, listen... someone with whom I could have a break, or a beer, or
a laugh... The life of a young scientist implies movement, and master and
PhD students, and post-docs have come in and out of Amsterdam during my
own temporary period there, from all places around the Globe. I have met
some really warm people, kind, funny, some of the smartest people I could
ever think of. I will never forget some of them, and I want to thank them for
their friendship and their personality—in so many cases, out of what is socially
expected. I have shared many hours with many of you; in the building, sharing
a coﬀee, so many evenings in the Kriterion, discussions, parties... This text
is becoming unintelligible, as it is the nature of my acknowledgements to so
many colleagues who became friends. Thank you again for insisting in going to
a bar, for smoking in the corner of the courtyard, for becoming my conﬁdants,
for keeping me sane and for going insane together.
Outside the working environment, I have met so many interesting people
with whom I have shared a part of my life in Amsterdam. Some for being my
ﬂatmates or neighbors in one or another of my multiple locations. The ﬁrst
person I met when I arrived to Amsterdam and with whom I shared a ﬂat
for several months; my crazy neighbors in Funen, that I discovered gradually,
and whose bonjour voisin! I will always keep with me; my last ﬂatmate with
whom I shared so many conversations and the best apartment I will ever live
in. Thank you all for being there. I have also shared great moments with some

114

Acknowledgements

collectives of people: the ESA people, the astronomers, the biologists from the
VU, the Italians, the Italian astronomers, the Spaniards... without them life
would have been so boring!
And, ﬁnally, among my friends, to those with whom I have shared my
sorrows and joys; to those with whom I have laughed through the tears, with
whom I have walk through all these years. As I said before: you know who
you are. Thanks a lot.
Last but not least, I want to acknowledge all my family, for their support
and for keeping me with my feet on the ground. To my parents, for the
education they gave me and granted me; to my brother and sister, for keeping
me awake; to Patricia, my aunts, uncles and cousins. Thank you all for your
support, visits, and for being there.

Notes

