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Mostt environmental goods, like clean water, scenic beauty or peace and quiet,
aree either unpriced or priced too low. This may lead to an overuse of these goods,
andd hence to extinction, exhaustion, or pollution. One way to find prices for these
goods,, is by using monetary valuation methods, of which the contingent valuation
methodd is the best known. However, it is not at all clear that this method is the best
inn all situations. Therefore, in this book several alternative methods are introduced.
Moreover,, they are tested in two empirical studies. The first empirical study
attemptss to value the loss of nature and recreation areas when the new residential
areaa IJburg will be built in the lake 'IJmeer', to the east of Amsterdam. The second
studyy values aircraft noise nuisance in the surroundings of Schiphol Airport, the
Dutchh national airport near Amsterdam.

Barbaraa Baarsma (1969) studied economics at the University of Amsterdam.
Afterr her graduation, she worked at the same university as a research assistant and
inn that capacity she completed this book. During this period she also worked from
timee to time at the Foundation of Economic Research of the University of
Amsterdam,, where she currently works as a senior research associate.

THELAA

THESIS

