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INTRODUCTION

By the middle of the 16th century the Netherlands consisted of some twenty principalities and lordships, loosely connected under the rule of Emperor Charles V. The heir of the dukes of Burgundy, Charles ruled these lands as his own patrimony. They roughly covered the area of the present-day Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg, as well as a strip of northern France. During the rule of Philip II, king of Spain (r. 1555–1598), Charles’s son and successor, a revolt broke out. From c. 1580 onward Philip succeeded in bringing the southern provinces of the Netherlands (roughly modern-day Belgium) back to obedience, while the northern provinces (roughly the area covered by today’s Netherlands) retained their independence. The northern provinces came to be known as the “United Netherlands” or the “Dutch Republic,” the southern ones as the “Spanish Netherlands.” What had begun as a rebellion turned into regular warfare between the Dutch Republic, on the one side, and Spain and the Spanish Netherlands, on the other. The so-called Twelve Year Truce interrupted the fighting between 1609 and 1621. It was not until 1648 that the belligerents finally concluded peace. After 1585 (the capture of Antwerp by the Spanish army), the Dutch Republic and the Spanish Netherlands gradually drifted apart as they became two separate states, and, even more slowly, they developed their own national cultures and identities. The consequence for historiography is that the history of the Netherlands up until the end of the 16th century is best studied as a whole, while the histories of the Dutch Republic and the Spanish Netherlands during the 17th century are usually studied separately.

GENERAL OVERVIEWS

The revolt of the Netherlands and the Dutch Republic form two distinct yet overlapping historiographical traditions. Israel 1995 and van Deursen 2004 cover the period of the revolt as well as the entire 17th century (with the former covering an even longer period). In focusing on the 17th century, Israel 1995 provides an overview that is by far the most comprehensive and authoritative. With more than 1,200 pages, it is also the most detailed study of the entire period. Concentrating on political events and religion, van Deursen 2004 provides a good introduction. Groenveld and Leeuwenberg 2008, richly illustrated, covers the entire period of the Eighty Years War. Prak 2005 and Price 1998 pay scant attention to the Dutch revolt, but they provide general overviews of the history of the Dutch Republic during its “Golden Age.” Prak 2005 is especially strong in social history, while Price 1998 offers a concise introduction to Dutch society and culture in the 17th century.

Groenveld, Simon, and H. L. Ph. Leeuwenberg. De Tachtigjarige Oorlog: Opstand en consolidatie in de Nederlanden, ca. 1560–1650. Zutphen, The Netherlands: Walburg Pers, 2008. [ISBN: 9789057305375]
Traditional narrative of the Dutch revolt as a struggle for religious freedom and against Spanish oppression, directed at a wide audience. With an extensive (30 pp.) guide for further reading. Richly illustrated, this is a revised edition of two earlier books by the same authors, De kogel door de kerk? (Zutphen, The Netherlands: Walburg Pers, 1979), and De bruid in de schuit (Zutphen, The Netherlands: Walburg Pers, 1985).
Israel, Jonathan I. The Dutch Republic: Its Rise, Greatness, and Fall, 1477–1806. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995. [ISBN: 9780198730729]

More than 1,200 pages long and based on wide reading of secondary sources as well as original research, this is by far the most comprehensive overview, the indispensable starting point for teaching as well as research. The account of the Dutch revolt differs from that provided by other authors in underlining the separate characteristics of the northern and southern provinces as a precondition for the revolt. With extensive bibliography.

Prak, Maarten. The Dutch Republic in the Seventeenth Century: The Golden Age. Translated by Diane L. Webb. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2005. [ISBN: 9780521843522]

Largely passing by the Dutch revolt, this is an introduction to the history of the Dutch Republic with a strong focus on economic and social history, especially urban life and urban citizenship. With an elaborate bibliographic essay. English translation of Gouden Eeuw: Het raadsel van de Republiek, first published in 2002 (Nijmegen, The Netherlands: SUN ).

Price, J. L. The Dutch Republic in the Seventeenth Century.  New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998. [ISBN: 9780312217327]

Very concise (171 pp.) introduction, skillful summary of existing scholarship. Recommended for undergraduate teaching, with short bibliography.
van Deursen, Arie Theodorus. De last van veel geluk: De geschiedenis van Nederland, 1555–1702. Amsterdam: Bakker, 2004. [ISBN: 9789035126275]
Well-written narrative of the period of the revolt and the entire 17th century, with an emphasis on political and religious developments. Contains concise guide to further reading. Directed at a large audience.

BIBLIOGRAPHIES

An excellent, up-to-date bibliography of the Dutch revolt is available at the website The Revolt of the Netherlands, maintained by Leiden University (the **Dutch Revolt**). No specialized bibliographies of the history of the Dutch Republic are available; researchers must make use of general bibliographies covering the entire history of the Netherlands. Recently several historical bibliographies have been digitized and combined into a single database. It can be consulted at **Digitale Bibliografie Nederlandse Geschiedenis** (DBNG, Digital Bibliography for the History of the Netherlands). Haitsma Mulier, et al. 1990 is indispensable as an aid in finding older  works by historians (15th to 18th centuries) on the revolt as well as on the Dutch Republic. Between 1845 and 1969, the Historisch Genootschap (Historical Society) published a great number of relatively short primary sources in various journals. These scattered publications have been made accessible in Bos, et al. 1989. Nijhoff and van Hattum 1953 is useful for finding contemporary descriptions and histories (chorographies) of individual cities.
Bos, Th. S. H., et al. Oud fonds: Systematisch overzicht van alle uitgaven, mededelingen en bijdragen verschenen in publikaties van het Historisch Genootschap, 1845–1969. The Hague: Nederlands Historisch Genootschap, 1989. [ISBN: 9789073069022]
Lists almost 3,000 editions of minor sources published by the Historisch Genootschap.

*Digitale Bibliografie Nederlandse Geschiedenis (DBNG, Digital Bibliography for the History of the Netherlands)[http://www.dbng.nl/]*.
Comprehensive bibliography of the history of the Netherlands, with regular updates. A cooperative enterprise of Huygens ING (Huygens Institute for Netherlandish History) and the Koninklijke Bibliotheek (National Library of the Netherlands).

* Dutch [https://dutchrevolt.leiden.edu/english/Pages/default.aspx]*.
Regularly updated website, maintained by Leiden University, listing almost 1,300 studies on the revolt of the Netherlands in alphabetical order.

Haitsma Mulier, Eco O. G., G. A. C. van der Lem, and P. Knevel. Repertorium van geschiedschrijvers in Nederland 1500–1800. The Hague: Nederlands Historisch Genootschap, 1990. [ISBN: 9789073069046]
Repertory listing 533 historians working in the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries with their publications. Contains authors working in the territory of the present-day Netherlands as well as authors from the southern provinces publishing until 1609. Indispensable as a tool to locate older historiography.

Nijhoff, Wouter, and F. W. D. C. A. van Hattum. Bibliographie van Noord Nederlandsche plaatsbeschrijvingen tot het einde der 18de eeuw. The Hague: Nijhoff, 1953.

Useful tool for locating descriptions and histories (chorographies) of individual cities from the 16th to 18th centuries.

SOURCE EDITIONS

Beginning in the 1830s, historians in the Netherlands and Belgium published a great number of primary sources, such as the correspondence of Philip II, Cardinal Granvelle, William of Orange, etc. They cannot be listed separately here. Systematic publication of sources in the Netherlands, sponsored by the Dutch government, began in the 1900s with the Rijks Geschiedkundige Publicatiën (RGP). All RGP volumes have been, or are in the process of being, digitized and made available at the website of Huygens ING (**Onderzoek: Huygens Instituut voor Nederlandse Geschiedenis**). This website also gives access to the inventory of William of Orange’s correspondence. Another key source for the history of the Dutch revolt and the Dutch Republic is the “Knuttel” pamphlet collection kept in the Koninklijke Bibliotheek (KB) in the Hague, which can now be consulted digitally (**Early Modern Pamphlets Online**). A vast number of literary sources are available at the **Digitale Bibliotheek voor de Nederlandse Letteren** (DBNL). English translations of key sources concerning the history of the revolt as well as the Dutch Republic can be found in Rowen 1972. Kossmann and Mellink 1974 offers a useful collection of translated sources on the Dutch revolt. The Dutch Revolt is a website that provides additional English translations of sources on the revolt (see the **Revolt of the Netherlands: Sources**).

*Digitale Bibliotheek voor de Nederlandse Letteren[http://www.dbnl.org/]*. [class:dataSet-database]
At the Digital Library for Dutch Literature, a vast corpus of digitized literary and historical texts can be searched electronically.
*Early Modern Pamphlets Online[http://tempo.idcpublishers.info/search.php]*.
Contains scans of all c. 24,000 pamphlets in the Knuttel collection of the Royal Library plus c. 2,800 pamphlets in the Van Alphen collection at the University of Groningen Library. The images cannot be searched electronically.

Kossmann, Ernst H., and A. F. Mellink. Texts concerning the Revolt of the Netherlands. London: Cambridge University Press, 1974. [ISBN: 9780521200141]

Useful collection of sixty-seven political texts translated into English on the revolt of the Netherlands, 1565–1588.
*Onderzoek: Huygens Instituut voor Nederlandse Geschiedenis[http://www.historici.nl/Onderzoek/alfabetisch]*. [class:dataSet-database]
Website hosted by Huygens ING, giving access to digitized RGP volumes. All texts can be searched electronically. The inventory of the correspondence of William of Orange contains more than 13,000 items, with scans of the original documents as well as scans of text editions if available *[http://www.historici.nl/Onderzoek/Projecten/WVO]*.

*Revolt of the Netherlands: Sources[http://dutchrevolt.leiden.edu/english/sources/Pages/default.aspx]*.
Another forty-eight translated key sources concerning the revolt of the Netherlands, 1555–1606. Important addition to Kossmann and Mellink 1974.
Rowen, Herbert H. The Low Countries in Early Modern Times. New York: Harper & Row, 1972. [ISBN: 9780802720351]

Useful collection of key texts translated into English, covering the 16th to 18th centuries.

JOURNALS

**De Zeventiende Eeuw** is a journal dedicated to the cultural history of the Dutch Golden Age. Despite its title, DZE occasionally publishes articles on the second half of the16th century as well. No journal is dedicated specifically to the history of the revolt. **Bijdragen en Mededelingen betreffende de Geschiedenis der Nederlanden** is the general historical journal for the Netherlands, with regular contributions and book reviews concerning the period of the revolt and the Dutch Republic. **Tijdschrift voor Sociale Geschiedenis**, continued as **Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geschiedenis**,  is dedicated to social history in the Netherlands and Belgium, and includes contributions to the history of the Netherlands in the 16th and 17th centuries. **Dutch Crossing** focuses on the history, literature, and language of the Netherlands from a British perspective.

*Bijdragen en Mededelingen betreffende de Geschiedenis der Nederlanden: The Low Countries Historical Review[http://www.knhg.nl/]*. [class:periodical]
The general historical journal for the Netherlands, BMGN includes articles on the history of the southern Netherlands and Belgium (especially Flanders) as well. Despite its English parallel title, most articles are in Dutch. Contributions in the most recent volumes all have a summary in English. Volumes from 1970 onward can be consulted digitally at the website of the Koninklijk Historisch Genootschap (KNHG, Royal Historical Society).
*De Zeventiende Eeuw: Cultuur in de Nederlanden in interdisciplinair perspectief: Tijdschrift van de Werkgroep Zeventiende Eeuw[http://www.de-zeventiende-eeuw.nl/index.php/dze/index]*. [class:periodical]

Issued twice a year, De Zeventiende Eeuw is the only journal dealing with the history and culture of the Dutch Golden Age. It has an interdisciplinary approach, focusing on literature, arts, and cultural history. Contains a useful book review section.

*Dutch Crossing: A Journal of Low Countries Studies[www.maney.co.uk/index.php/journals/dtc//]*. [class:periodical]
Published by the UK-based Association for Low Countries Studies, this journal is aimed at students and scholars of Dutch (including Flemish) history, literature, language, and social sciences, and has a special focus on Anglo-Dutch relations. It occasionally contains entries about the revolt of the Netherlands and the Dutch Golden Age.

*Tijdschrift voor Sociale en Economische Geschiedenis[http://www.tseg.nl/.]*. [class:periodical]
General review for social and economic history of the Netherlands and Belgium (Flanders), successor of Tijdschrift voor Sociale Geschiedenis (as well as two other journals), includes items on 16th and 17th centuries. All articles have an English summary.
Tijdschrift voor Sociale Geschiedenis. [class:periodical]

The general review for social history in the Netherlands as well as Belgium (Flanders), including useful articles and book reviews about the 16th and 17th centuries, was published from 1975 to 2003. It is not available digitally.

BIOGRAPHY

Biographical dictionaries concerning the history of Netherlands have been made available at the **Biografisch Portaal van Nederland** website. For the period of the revolt of the Netherlands this must be complemented with the Belgian biographical dictionary, the **Nationaal Biografisch Woordenboek** (BWN). The **Repertorium van Ambtsdragers en Ambtenaren, 1428–1861**  is a digital tool for finding government officials. Traditional biographies often afford a useful entrance into the intricacies of the politics of the period. All major players in the revolt of the Netherlands and the Dutch Republic have found their biographers. Rowen 1988 provides concise biographies in English of all the stadholders of the Dutch Republic. Swart, et al. 2003 and Mörke 2007 are biographies of William the Silent, van Deursen 2000 of Maurits of Nassau, and Poelhekke 1978 of Frederik Hendrik of Orange. Den Tex 1960–1972 is the biography of Maurits’s opponent, Holland’s pensionary Johan van Oldenbarnevelt.

*Biografisch Portaal van Nederland[http://www.biografischportaal.nl/]*. [class:dataSet-database]

This website, hosted by Huygens ING, gives access to all major published biographical dictionaries and biographical collections concerning the history of the Netherlands. New materials continue to be added. Indispensable tool for research.

den Tex, Jan. Oldenbarnevelt. 5 vols. Haarlem, The Netherlands: Tjeenk Willink, 1960–1972.

Voluminous and detailed history of the life and career of Holland’s pensionary Johan van Oldenbarnevelt (b. 1547–d. 1619) and at the same time the most detailed analysis of the political strife during the Twelve Years Truce (1609–1621). An abridged version has been published in English: Oldenbarnevelt. Translated by R. B. Powell (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1973).
Mörke, Olaf. Wilhelm von Oranien, 1533–1584: Fürst und “Vater” der Republik. Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 2007. [ISBN: 9783170176690]
Excellent recent biography, covering Orange’s entire lifespan, but less detailed on Orange’s involvement in the revolt than Swart 2003. Highlights Orange’s identity as a member of the aristocracy. Translated into Dutch as Willem van Oranje,1533–1584: Vorst en “vader” van de Republiek (Amsterdam: Balans, 2010).
*Nationaal Biografisch Woordenboek[http://www.kvab.be/viges/nbw.aspx]*. [class:dataSet-database]

The dictionary of national biography for Belgium contains biographies of individuals living in the southern provinces. Indispensable for research into the revolt of the Netherlands.

Poelhekke, J. J. Frederik Hendrik, prins van Oranje: Een biografisch drieluik. Zutphen, The Netherlands: Walburg Pers, 1978. [ISBN: 9789060114438]

Despite its baroque language still the best and the most comprehensive biography of Frederik Hendrik of Orange (b. 1584–d. 1647), who was stadholder from 1625 to 1647, covering the political and military history of the second phase of the Eighty Years War.
*Repertorium van Ambtsdragers en Ambtenaren, 1428–1861[http://www.historici.nl/Onderzoek/Projecten/Repertorium]*.

Useful research tool for finding names and biographical details concerning all government officials serving in the Burgundian and Habsburg Netherlands and the Dutch Republic (as well as the subsequent period up to 1861). Maintained by Huygens ING.

Rowen, Herbert H. The Princes of Orange: The Stadholders in the Dutch Republic. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1988. [ISBN: 9780521345255]

Good introduction, with concise biographies of all stadholders of the Dutch Republic from William I to William V.

Swart, Koenraad W., Alastair C. Duke, Jonathan Israel, R. P. Fagel, M. E. H. N. Mout, and Henk F. K. van Nierop. William of Orange and the Revolt of the Netherlands, 1572–84. Translated by J. C. Grayson. Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2003. [ISBN: 9780754632245]
A biography of the leader of the revolt covering only the last twelve years of his life, starting from the outbreak of armed rebellion in Holland and Zeeland. Innovative in its emphasis on the failure of the prince’s politics during his later years. English translation of Willem van Oranje en de Nederlandse opstand, 1572–1584, first published in 1994 (The Hague: SDU).

van Deursen, Arie Theodorus. Maurits van Nassau, 1567–1625: De winnaar die faalde. Amsterdam: Bakker, 2000. [ISBN: 9789035122840]
A political biography of Maurits of Nassau (b. 1567–d. 1627), covering the conflicts of the Twelve Years Truce, as well as the understudied 1590s and 1600s. Stronger on politics and warfare than on Maurits’s private life.

THE ORIGINS AND OUTBREAK OF THE DUTCH REVOLT

Historians generally trace the causes of the outbreak of the Dutch revolt in the 1560s to the political and religious developments of the preceding half century. The regime of Charles V (r. 1515–1555) brought administrative centralization and a curtailing of the traditional liberties of provinces and cities. At the same time, the Habsburg Netherlands became integrated into the larger Habsburg Empire, with more decisions being taken outside the Netherlands. Local and regional authorities especially resented the central government’s anti-heresy legislation (the “placards”) as well as government involvement with the prosecution of heretics (the Inquisition), which overrode their own judicial prerogatives. The Reformation movement won wide popular support in the Netherlands from the early 1520s onward. Due to harsh repression by the government no single national reformer took the lead in the Dutch Reformation, nor did a single national church take shape. For a long period of time the Reformation movement remained open, fluid, and eclectic, with many people hoping for reform within the framework of the Roman Catholic Church. From the 1550s onward a more confessionalized brand of Reformed Protestantism was imported from the centers of religious exiles in the neighboring countries, especially from London and from Emden, in the German Empire. In 1566, widespread iconoclast riots provoked harsh repression by the government, which, in turn, precipitated open rebellion. The best introduction to the late medieval background (up to 1530) is Prevenier and Blockmans 1986, also available in an abridged version. Woltjer 2011 starts around 1500 and continues the story well into the revolt to 1576, while Tracy 1990 discusses the history preceding the revolt in the county of Holland. De Schepper 1987 is in an illuminating essay discussing the east-west dynamics of the Habsburg Netherlands. The collections of essays in Duke 1990 and Duke 2009 are essential reading for the period preceding the revolt as well as for the revolt itself. Woltjer 1962 is a classic regional study, covering both the preconditions for the revolt and the revolt up to c. 1580. Marnef 1996 studies the impact of the Reformation during the period between 1550 and 1577 in the key city of Antwerp.

de Schepper, Hugo. “Belgium nostrum” 1500–1650: Over de integratie en desintegratie van het Nederland. Antwerp: De Orde van den Prince, 1987.

Essay persuasively arguing for the modernity present in the western mercantile and maritime provinces of Flanders, Brabant, and Holland, which served as the heartland of political centralization, Reformation, and revolt. It suggests a fundamental west-east division of the Netherlands rather than the north-south division that ensued in the settlement of the war.

Duke, Alastair. Reformation and Revolt in the Low Countries. London: Hambledon , 1990. [ISBN: 9781852850210]
Important collection of essays on the early Reformation and the controversy surrounding the Inquisition, with several essays exploring the later history of the Reformation during the Dutch revolt up to c. 1620.

Duke, Alastair. Dissident Identities in the Early Modern Low Countries. Edited by Judith Pollmann and Andrew Pettegree. Farnham, UK: Ashgate, 2009. [ISBN: 9780754656791]
Another excellent collection of essays, exploring the early Reformation, the shaping of a Netherlandish national identity, and the use of propaganda before and during the Dutch revolt.
Marnef, Guido. Antwerp in the Age of Reformation: Underground Protestantism in a Commercial Metropolis, 1550–1577. Translated by J. C. Grayson. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996. [ISBN: 9780801851698]
Important local study of Protestantism in Antwerp, by far the largest and most important commercial city of the 16th-century Netherlands. Charts the social and economic networks that enabled Protestants to build their church organization. English translation of *Antwerpen in de tijd van de Reformatie: Ondergronds protestantisme in een handelsmetropool, 1550–1577[http://www.dbnl.org/titels/titel.php?id=marn002antw01]*, first published in 1996.
Prevenier, Walter, and Willem P. Blockmans. The Burgundian Netherlands. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1986. [ISBN: 9780521306119]

An excellent overview of the unification and centralization of the Netherlands in the 15th and the first half of the 16th centuries under Burgundian and Habsburg rule. Richly illustrated, English translation of De Bourgondische Nederlanden, first published in 1983 (Antwerp: Mercatorfonds). An abridged version is available: Edward Peters, ed., The Promised Lands: The Low Countries under Burgundian Rule, 1369–1530. Translated by Elizabeth Fackelman (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1999). English translation of In de ban van Bourgondië, first published in 1988 (Houten, The Netherlands: Fibula). 
Tracy, James D. Holland under Habsburg Rule, 1506–1566: The Formation of a Body Politic. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990. [ISBN: 9780520068827]

Excellent regional study, exploring how political and religious events challenged the States of Holland to transform themselves itself into a self-conscious body capable of exerting leadership during the revolt.

Woltjer, Jan Juliaan. Friesland in hervormingstijd. Leiden, The Netherlands: Universitaire Pers, 1962.

A classic regional study, arguing for the key role played by the political and religious moderates, who for a long period of time refused to choose between Rome and the Reformation. Around 1580 increasing polarization engendered by the dynamics of the revolt itself led to the definitive demise of the moderates as a political force.
Woltjer, Jan Juliaan. Op weg naar tachtig jaar oorlog: Het verhaal van de eeuw waarin ons land ontstond. Amsterdam: Balans, 2011. [ISBN: 9789050188388]

Introductory narrative and analysis by a leading historian of the Dutch revolt covering the preconditions for the revolt and the outbreak of the revolt up to the Pacification of Ghent (1576). Emphasizes the role played by the political and religious moderates.

THE DUTCH REVOLT, GENERAL ACCOUNTS AND COLLECTIONS OF ESSAYS

Surprisingly, there is no recent “grand narrative” of the Dutch revolt. This is due to several factors. First, there was not one single revolt, but rather a series of distinct revolts, all with different main players, aims, and objectives. Second, the revolt was not concentrated in one location (like the French Revolution in Paris), but scattered all over the country, with its focus constantly shifting. Third, the Dutch revolt started as a rebellion against the lawful government, but gradually shifted into regular warfare. Fourth, different people perceived the same events at the same time as a revolt, a war of liberation, a war of religion, and a civil war. And fifth, the revolt resulted not in a single independent nation (like the USA), but in two different polities, with different national cultures, religions, and identities. Parker 1985, following the history of the revolt from the 1550s up to the conclusion of the Twelve Year Truce in 1609, is still the best place to start. Janssens 1989 is much more detailed, and covers a shorter period. Israel 1982 continues the narrative where Parker 1985 leaves it, up to the Peace of Münster in 1648 and beyond. For general narratives of the Dutch revolt, see also Israel 1995, van Deursen 2004, and Groenveld 2008 in the section *General Overviews*. Various collections of essays are the best sources to get an idea of the most important themes, problems, and controversies regarding the Dutch revolt. Woltjer 1994; Darby 2001; and Benedict, et al. 1999 are useful volumes exploring the early years of the revolt from various perspectives. All collections of essays have their focus limited to the early years of the revolt.
Benedict, Philip, Guido Marnef, and Henk van Nierop, et al., eds. Reformation, Revolt and Civil War in France and the Netherlands, 1555–1585. Amsterdam: Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1999. [ISBN: 9789069842349] [class:conference-proceeding]
An interesting and innovative collection of essays, setting the revolt in an international perspective by systematically comparing the Dutch revolt with the  civil wars then simultaneously occurring in France. Essays from proceedings of a colloquium held at Amsterdam, 29–31 October 1997.

Darby, Graham, ed. The Origins and Development of the Dutch Revolt. London: Routledge, 2001. [ISBN: 9780415253789]

A collection of eight essays by leading historians on the role of nobles, religion, cities, and other aspects of the revolt. Designed for undergraduate teaching. With a chronological narrative of events from 1384 to 1609, but without a guide to further reading.

Israel, Jonathan I. The Dutch Republic and the Hispanic World, 1606–1661. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1982. [ISBN: 9780198265344]
Picking up the thread where  Parker 1985 left it, this is a detailed narrative and analysis of political relations and warfare between Spain and the Dutch Republic, including the war in the overseas colonies. The only detailed political and military study of the second half of the Eighty Years War.

Janssens, Gustaaf. “Brabant in het verweer”: Loyale oppositie tegen Spanje’s bewind in de Nederlanden van Alva tot Farnese, 1567–1578. Kortrijk-Heule, Belgium: UGA, 1989. [ISBN: 9789067681513]
Detailed narrative and analysis of the first ten years of the revolt, focusing on events in the political center in Brussels.
Parker, Geoffrey. The Dutch Revolt. Harmondsworth, UK: Penguin, 1985. [ISBN: 9780140552331]
Still the best general account, this study follows the history of the revolt up to the conclusion of the Twelve Years Truce in 1609. Especially strong on the involvement of Spain and on military history, it pays less attention to Dutch internal political developments and the religious background of the revolt. Revised edition of the original 1977 edition.

Woltjer, Jan Juliaan. *Tussen vrijheidsstrijd en burgeroorlog: Over de Nederlandse opstand, 1555–1580[http://www.dbnl.org/tekst/wolt014tuss01_01/]*. Amsterdam: Balans, 1994.

In five essays on the early years of the Dutch revolt, Woltjer extends his thesis on the significance of the religious and political moderates—explored in his earlier study of the province of Friesland (Woltjer 1962, cited under the *Origins and Outbreak of the Dutch Revolt*)—to the Netherlands as a whole.

NEW PERSPECTIVES ON THE DUTCH REVOLT

Recent research has brought fresh perspectives to the study of the revolt. Pollmann 2009 discusses how the study of the Dutch revolt has become (and continues to become) international in scope. Pollmann 2011 explores how the Catholic majority experienced the revolt. Arnade 2008 brings an anthropological approach to the study of the revolt. Tracy 2008 explores the financing of the revolt, and defends Holland’s much abused “particularism.” Van Nierop 2009 provides a “bottom-up” view of the revolt, while Rodríguez Pérez 2008 contemplates the revolt through Spanish eyes.
Arnade, Peter. Beggars, Iconoclasts, and Civic Patriots: The Political Culture of the Dutch Revolt. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2008. [ISBN: 9780801446818]

An innovative anthropological approach to the revolt, exploring ritual, symbols, and identity during the period 1566–1585.
Pollmann, Judith. “Internationalisering en de Nederlandse opstand.” *Bijdragen en Mededelingen betreffende de Geschiedenis der Nederlanden[http://www.bmgn-lchr.nl/index.php/bmgn/article/view/7045/7099]* 124 (2009): 515–535.

Essay discussing the historiography of the revolt. For a long time a strictly “national” enterprise in outlook, ambitions, and methodology, it became truly international in scope after the 1960s.

Pollmann, Judith. Catholic Identity and the Revolt of the Netherlands, 1520–1635. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. [ISBN: 9780199609918]

Based on a large number of contemporary diaries and memoirs, this study addresses the question, hitherto largely unexplored, of how Catholics experienced the Dutch revolt. It explains the passivity of Catholics during the earlier phases of the Reformation and the revolt as well as their keen support for a Catholic revival after 1585, when the southern Netherlands became a bulwark of Tridentine Catholicism.

Rodríguez Pérez, Yolanda. The Dutch Revolt through Spanish Eyes: Self and Other in Historical and Literary Texts of Golden Age Spain, c. 1548–1673. Oxford: Peter Lang, 2008. [ISBN: 9783039111367]
Study of contemporary opinions about the revolt of the Netherlands, mainly from literary sources, and the impact of these views on the formation of a Spanish national identity. English translation and updating of De Tachtigjarige Oorlog in Spaanse ogen: de Nederlanden in Spaanse historische en literaire teksten (circa 1548–1673), first published in 2003 (Nijmegen, The Netherlands: Vantilt).
Tracy, James D. The Founding of the Dutch Republic: War, Finance, and Politics in Holland, 1572–1588. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008. [ISBN: 9780191526145]

Innovative study of the policy of the States of Holland during the revolt, showing how the States of Holland deliberately directed funds to securing Holland’s borders and, subsequently, to extending the protected frontier to other provinces. Argues that Holland’s goal was to secure a free republic of the northern provinces under Holland’s leadership, separate from the southern provinces.

van Nierop, Henk. Treason in the Northern Quarter: War, Terror, and the Rule of Law in the Dutch Revolt. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009.

This micro-history of the impact of war on the ordinary people in the countryside and the towns suggests the Dutch revolt was a civil war fought between inhabitants of the Netherlands rather than a national war of liberation against Spain. English translation of Het verraad van het Noorderkwartier: oorlog, terreur en recht in de Nederlandse Opstand, first published in 1999 (Amsterdam: Bakker).

BUILDING THE REFORMED CHURCH

Following their seizure of power, the rebels banned the Roman Catholic Church and set up a Reformed Protestant church organization, based on firm Calvinist principles. During the preceding decades, many townsfolk had been alienated from the Catholic Church, but they proved hard to win for the Reformed Church, which was its successor. The Mennonites remained serious rivals, while many Protestants preferred a “Libertine” church model to the strict and exclusive Calvinism adopted by the Reformed Church. Differences and disagreements resulted in internal struggles within the church and conflicts with the local magistrates. The Twelve Years Truce (1609–1621) witnessed fierce conflicts within the Reformed Church between Remonstrants and Counter-Remonstrants. Originally a theological debate about the nature of predestination, it developed into a political struggle about the relationship between church and state. The Synod of Dordt (1619) (or the Synod of Dort or Dordrecht) resolved these conflicts with the expulsion of the more liberal-minded Remonstrants. The Reformed Church had been the public church from the outset, taking over all public functions from the Catholic Church and enjoying protection from the government, yet it never achieved a monopoly in religious affairs and membership was not compulsory. As a consequence, the Reformed Church remained the church of a minority. Several fine local studies examine the challenges, successes, and setbacks of the fledgling Reformed communities. Woltjer and Mout 1995 is a concise overview of the Calvinist Reformation in the Netherlands up to c. 1600, Pettegree 1994 does the same for the key province of Holland up to c. 1620. Both introductions are suitable for undergraduate teaching. Van Deursen 2010 is the only full-scale study of the ecclesiastical disputes of the truce period. Spaans 1989, Kaplan 1995, Kooi 2000, and Bergsma 1999 are fine local and regional studies focusing on religious diversity.

Bergsma, Wiebe. Tussen Gideonsbende en publieke kerk: Een studie over het gereformeerd protestantisme in Friesland, 1580–1650. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1999. [ISBN: 9789065500441]
An ambitious regional study, exploring 350 different religious communities in the province of Friesland over a period of seventy years. Focuses on the resistance met by the Reformed ministers, the tenacity of Catholic and Mennonite communities, and the motives that induced ordinary people to become members of the Reformed Church (or their failure to do so).

Kaplan, Benjamin J. Calvinists and Libertines: Confession and Community in Utrecht, 1578–1620. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995. [ISBN: 9780198202837]
Excellent local study of social relations, popular piety, civic culture, and political mobilization in Utrecht. Explores the attempts of the Calvinists to realize their theocratic aspirations, and how they met fierce opposition offered by a large, amorphous group known as “Libertines,” who rejected Reformed confessionalism.

Kooi, Christine. Liberty and Religion: Church and State in Leiden’s Reformation, 1572–1620. Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 2000. [ISBN: 9789004116436]
Significant local study focusing on the disagreements between Leiden’s ruling elites and the Reformed leaders about the amount of independence the Reformed Church should enjoy.
Pettegree, Andrew. “Coming to Terms with Victory: The Upbuilding of a Calvinist Church in Holland, 1572–1590.” In Calvinism in Europe, 1540–1620. Edited by Andrew Pettegree, Alastair Duke, and Gillian Lewis, 160–180. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1994. [ISBN: 9780521432696]
Excellent concise overview of the formation of the Reformed Church in the province of Holland, focusing on the twenty years following the Calvinists’ seizure of power when they had to come to terms with new realities.

Spaans, Joke. Haarlem na de Reformatie: Stedelijke cultuur en kerkelijk leven, 1577–1620. The Hague: Stichting Hollandse Historische Reeks, 1989. [ISBN: 9789072627025]
Important local study, focusing on Haarlem’s religious diversity and the efforts by the town magistrates to create a nonconfessional system of education and poor relief, resulting in an urban culture and identity that was Christian yet confessionally neutral.
van Deursen, Arie Theodorus. Bavianen en slijkgeuzen: Kerk en kerkvolk in de tijd van Maurits en Oldenbarnevelt. Franeker, The Netherlands: Van Wijnen, 2010. [ISBN: 9787051943917]
Originally published in 1974, this revised edition paints a broad canvas of the Reformed Church in Holland during its first fifty years as well as providing a detailed account of the ecclesiastical troubles during the Twelve Years Truce. Highlights the views of ordinary church folk. Regards the Remonstrants as outside the Calvinist tradition, and therefore condones their expulsion at the Synod of Dordt.

Woltjer, Jan Juliaan, and M. E. H. N. Mout. “Settlements: The Netherlands.” In Handbook of European History, 1400–1600: Late Middle Ages, Renaissance and Reformation. Vol. 2, Visions, Programs, and Outcomes. Edited by Thomas A. Brady, Heiko A. Oberman, and James d. Tracy, 385–415. Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 1995. [ISBN: 9789004097612]
An excellent short introduction, following the Dutch Reformation from its origins in the 1520s to c. 1600.

CALVINISM AND TOLERATION

Officially a Protestant nation, the Dutch Republic was both famous as well as notorious for its religious toleration. Older historiography tends to celebrate tolerance as an almost national characteristic of the Dutch, while recent studies tend to underline the limits  placed by the authorities on religious freedom. Freedom to exercise the religion of one’s choice was certainly greater in the Dutch Republic than almost anywhere else in early modern Europe, but it falls short when compared with modern liberal standards of religious freedom, equality, and separation of church and state. No one standard work exists on the idea and practice of toleration in the Dutch Republic. Several excellent monographs explore the dynamics of Calvinist hegemony and religious diversity. A good place to start is Hsia and van Nierop 2002 (especially the essay by Benjamin Kaplan on the historiography of Dutch tolerance) and Frijhoff 2002 (especially the essay on “inter-confessional” conviviality). Kooi 2012 focuses on the daily interactions of Calvinists and Catholics in Holland and resolves the paradox between official intolerance and toleration in practice by mapping different “spaces” in which religious conflicts were negotiated. Berkvens-Stevelinck 1997 is a volume of essays on the intellectual debate on tolerance. Voogt 2000 studies the life and works of Coornhert, a rare example of a champion for religious toleration on principle. Pollmann 1999 is a case study following the quest of one individual through various confessions, while Frijhoff 2007 contemplates the world through the eyes of an orthodox Reformed minister. Roodenburg 1990 is a study of the Amsterdam consistory trying to guide its flock unblemished through a multiconfessional jungle. De Mooij 1998 is a local study of a beleaguered Protestant bulwark in the Catholic South.

Berkvens-Stevelinck, Christiane, Jonathan I. Israel, and G. H. M. Posthumus Meyes, eds. The Emergence of Tolerance in the Dutch Republic. Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 1997. [ISBN: 9789004107687]

Volume of essays, in English and French, charting the emergence of the concept of tolerance from the Dutch revolt to the early 18th century. Explores the idea of tolerance rather than its practice.
de Mooij, Charles. Geloof kan bergen verzetten: Reformatie en katholieke herleving te Bergen op Zoom, 1577–1795. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1998. [ISBN: 9789065505798]

Fine local study covering a period of more than 200 years. In 1580, Bergen op Zoom became a Reformed city, a bastion of Protestant orthodoxy in the overwhelmingly Catholic south. Yet, following the conclusion of peace with Spain in 1648 the activities of the Franciscans at Antwerp and of local lay people made the Catholics once more the dominant part of the town’s population.
Frijhoff, Willem. Embodied Belief: Ten Essays on Religious Culture in Dutch History. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 2002. [ISBN: 9789065507235]
A collection of essays by a leading historian of Dutch religious culture, including an important study of “inter-confessional conviviality,” the ubiquitous practice of people practicing different religions peacefully interacting in the private sphere. Also includes several important essays on Catholic religiosity in the Dutch Republic.

Frijhoff, Willem. Fulfilling God's Mission: The Two Worlds of Dominie Everardus Bogardus, 1607–1647. Translated by Myra Heerspink Scholz. Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 2007. [ISBN: 9789047422020]

Biography of a poor orphan who became a Reformed minister in New Amsterdam, illuminating religious culture, mentalities, and daily life in early modern Holland. English translation and abridged version of Wegen van Evert Willemsz.: Een Hollands weeskind op zoek naar zichzelf, 1607–1647, first published in 1995 (Nijmegen, The Netherlands: SUN).

Hsia, R. Po-Chia, and Henk van Nierop, eds. Calvinism and Religious Toleration in the Dutch Golden Age. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2002. [ISBN: 9780521806824]
A volume of essays on the myth and reality of tolerance in a society in which the Reformed Church was the public one.

Kooi, Christine, Calvinists and Catholics during Holland’s Golden Age: Heretics and 
Idolaters. Cambridge UK: Cambridge University Press, 2012. [ISBN: 9781107023246]
Mapping the daily interactions between Calvinists and Catholics in the province of Holland, this innovative study explores how confessional coexistence was negotiated within a number of contiguous and overlapping social, political, and cultural spaces.
Pollmann, Judith. Religious Choice in the Dutch Republic: The Reformation of Arnoldus Buchelius,1565–1641. Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 1999. [ISBN: 9780719056802]

Brilliant evocative case study tracing the transformation of a minor humanist scholar from Catholicism to Counter-Remonstrant Calvinist orthodoxy, who nevertheless continued to communicate with religious moderates and believed in religious tolerance. Explores the options open to individuals during the Reformation era and the motives for their “conversion.”
Roodenburg, Herman. Onder censuur: De kerkelijke tucht in de gereformeerde gemeente van Amsterdam, 1578–1700. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1990. [ISBN: 9789065503206]

Based on the consistory records of the vast Reformed community of Amsterdam, this study sketches a fascinating picture of clerical discipline over doctrine and life, and of how believers could go wrong in their private lives in practicing sorcery, fornication, dancing, feasting, drinking, and many other vices. Emphasis placed on key notions of honor and shame.
Voogt, Gerrit. Constraint on Trial: Dirck Volckertsz Coornhert and Religious Freedom. Kirksville, MO: Truman State University Press, 2000. [ISBN: 9780943549712]

Study of the life and thought of Dirck Coornhert (b. 1522–d. 1590), notary, artist, poet, playwright, and translator who defended freedom of conscience and toleration as a matter of principle. Coornhert was a maverick, but his ideas remained influential in the 17th century.

CATHOLICS, DISSENTERS, AND JEWS

Although the Reformed Church became the largest of all religious congregations in the Dutch Republic, they never formed a majority within the population at large, and in many towns and regions they were a minority. Reformed ministers and consistories railed against the presence of Catholics, Jews, and all sorts of Protestant dissidents, yet the civil magistrates were usually disposed to leave them undisturbed, both for economic reasons and in the interest of preserving public peace. Several excellent studies document how religious minorities managed to survive in a predominantly Protestant environment, and developed specific identities of their own. Parker 2008; Kaplan, et al. 2008; and Monteiro 1996 share an emphasis on laymen’s piety and a view from below. Zijlstra 2000 is the standard work on Anabaptism and the Mennonites, Bodian 1997 on the Ashkenazi Jewry in Amsterdam. For Catholics, see also Kooi 2012 in the section *Calvinism and Toleration*. 
Bodian, Miriam. Hebrews of the Portuguese Nation: Conversos and Community in Early Modern Amsterdam. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1997. [ISBN: 9780253332929]
The best introduction to the history of the Portuguese Jews who migrated to Amsterdam during the 17th century and turned it into a center of Judaic culture and learning, “the Jerusalem of the West.” 

Kaplan, Benjamin J., Charles H. Parker, and Willem Frijhoff, et al., eds. Catholic Communities in Protestant States: Britain and the Netherlands, c.1570–1720. Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 2009. [ISBN: 9780719079061]

Collection of essays by leading scholars systematically comparing the experiences of Catholics in the Dutch Republic and England, two officially Protestant states with significant Catholic minorities.

Monteiro, Marit. Geestelijke maagden: Leven tussen klooster en wereld in Noord-Nederland gedurende de zeventiende eeuw. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1996. [ISBN: 9789065505354]
Fine study of klopjes or “spiritual maidens,” laywomen who assisted Catholic clergy in the Holland Mission of the church. Based on spiritual guidelines written by priests, but also on autobiographies by two klopjes, this study unravels the tension between spiritual ideals and actual religious engagement, and between gender, religiosity, and identity.
Parker, Charles H. Faith on the Margins: Catholics and Catholicism in the Dutch Golden Age. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2008. [ISBN: 9780674026629]

Important study exploring how Catholics in the Dutch Republic after 1572, who were tolerated yet experienced a keen sense of persecution, transformed Catholic culture and identity. Highlights relations between Catholic clergy and laity.

Zijlstra, Samme. Om de ware gemeente en de oude gronden: Geschiedenis van de dopersen in de Nederlanden, 1531–1675. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 2000. [ISBN: 9789065506313]
An excellent comprehensive history of Anabaptism and Mennonism, paying keen attention to religion as well as social and political contexts.

THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE DUTCH REPUBLIC

Emerging from the accidents of war and revolution, the institutions of the Dutch Republic are bewildering in their complexity. Not unlike today’s European Union, the Dutch Republic was an alliance of sovereign provinces each of which had transferred several of its sovereign prerogatives to the central level. Under some circumstances, the princes of Orange, in their role of stadholders, were able to exert semi-monarchical powers, but, at other times, the ruling urban upper classes were able to run the country without a stadholder. Ever since the publication of the classic Roorda 1961, the involvement of Orangist and republican factions or parties in local, provincial, and national politics has remained a hotly discussed topic. Clear and concise, van Deursen 1980 is the best place to start. Fockema Andreae 1985 offers a systematic overview of all government institutions in the Dutch Republic. Heringa 1961 explores diplomatic institutions. Price 1994 is a brilliant concise analysis of the internal and external politics of the province of Holland, the best place to start for those unfamiliar with the Dutch language. De Bruin 1991 is informative about many unexpected aspects of institutional history. Groenveld 1990 is a short book about the relationship between urban factionalism and provincial politics. Janssen 2008 is an innovative study of patronage at the court of the stadholders, while Mörke 1997 investigates the curious function of the stadholder.
de Bruin, G. Geheimhouding en verraad: De geheimhouding van staatszaken ten tijde van de Republiek,1600–1750. The Hague: SDU, 1991. [ISBN: 9789012068901]
A detailed study on the ideal and practice of secrecy in matters of state, affording unexpected insights into the actual working of the political machinery of the Dutch Republic.
Fockema Andreae, S. J. De Nederlandse staat onder de Republiek. Amsterdam: Noord-Hollandsche Uitgevers Maatschappij, 1985. [ISBN: 9780444856418]

A systematic overview of the institutions of the Dutch Republic, this study offers little analysis, but it is indispensable for finding one’s way in the bewildering thickets of the institutions of the early modern state. First published in 1961.

Groenveld, Simon. Evidente factiën in den staet: Sociaal-politieke verhoudingen in de 17e-eeuwse Republiek der Verenigde Nederlanden. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1990. [ISBN: 9789065501066]
Essay arguing the existence and significance of supra-urban ‘“factions” (Orangists versus. republicans) in the States assemblies of the Dutch Republic.
Heringa, J. De eer en hoogheid van de staat: Over de plaats der Verenigde Nederlanden in het diplomatieke leven van de zeventiende eeuw. Groningen, The Netherlands: Wolters, 1961.

Study of the diplomatic history of the Dutch Republic in the 17th century.

Janssen, Geert H. Princely Power in the Dutch Republic: Patronage and William Frederick of Nassau,1613–64. Translated by J. C. Grayson. Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 2008. [ISBN: 9780719077586]
Based on the private diaries of Friesland’s stadholder William Fredrick of Nassau, this original study analyzes his political strategies. Underscores the importance of unwritten codes of patronage in the politics of the Dutch Republic . English translation of Creaturen van de macht: Patronage bij Willem Frederik van Nassau,1613–1664, originally published in 2005 (Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press).
Mörke, Olaf. “Stadtholder” oder “Staetholder”? Die Funktion des Hauses Oranien und seines Hofes in der politischen Kultur der Republik der Vereinigten Niederlande im 17. Jahrhundert. Münster, Germany: Lit, 1997. [ISBN: 9783825822804]
Substantial study of the function and significance of the position of stadholders and their court within the republican constitution of the United Provinces.
Price, J. L. Holland and the Dutch Republic in the Seventeenth Century: The Politics of Particularism. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1994. [ISBN: 9780198203834]
Brilliant essay on the politics of the province of Holland, exploring urban politics, the politics of the province, and the interplay of the politics of Holland with the politics of the Dutch Republic. Reassessment of the importance of “parties” against the recent orthodoxy stressing the “factional” character of Dutch politics. Useful for undergraduate teaching.
Roorda, Daniel Jeen. Partij en factie : de oproeren van 1672 in de steden van Holland en 
Zeeland, een krachtmeting tussen partijen en facties. Groningen, The Netherlands: Wolters-Noordhoff, 1961. [ISBN: 9001390242]

This classic study argues that the Orangist riots that took place in Holland and Zeeland following the French invasion of 1672 were not due to political party differences but largely to local circumstances, factions, and clientelism.

van Deursen, Arie Theodorus. “Staatsinstellingen in de Noordelijke Nederlanden, 1579–1780.” In Algemene geschiedenis der Nederlanden. Vol. 5, Nieuwe Tijd. Edited by D. P. Blok, et al., 350–387. Haarlem, The Netherlands: Fibula-van Dishoeck, 1980. [ISBN: 9789022838068]

Excellent, well-balanced short introduction to the institutional history of the Dutch Republic.

WARFARE

The Dutch Republic was born in war. The continuous experience of warfare during its formative years determined to a large extent its politics, economy, and culture. Even after the conclusion of peace with Spain in 1648, warfare was to remain an almost constant experience of Dutch society, with several wars fought first against England and then a “Forty Years War” against France. These struggles forced the Dutch to modernize their tactics as well as the organization of their armies, changes that have been viewed as nothing less than a “military revolution.” Parker 2004 is the classic study on Spanish warfare in the Low Countries, while Swart 2006 is the only full-scale study on the army fielded by the States during the early years of the revolt. Zwitzer 1991 is a short study of the army of the States General, now surpassed by the much more comprehensive and ambitious van Nimwegen 2010. Bruijn 1993 is the standard work on the Dutch navy.
Bruijn, Jaap R. The Dutch Navy of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1993. [ISBN: 9780872498754]
Excellent overview of the Dutch navy in its days of greatness.

Parker, Geoffrey. The Army of Flanders and the Spanish Road, 1567–1659: The Logistics of Spanish Victory and Defeat in the Low Countries’ Wars. 2d ed. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2004. [ISBN: 9780521836005]
Originally published in 1972, this remains the classic study of Spanish warfare in the Netherlands, focusing on logistics and the financing of the armies of Spain in “Flanders.”
Swart, Erik. Krijgsvolk: Militaire professionalisering en het ontstaan van het Staatse leger, 1568–1590. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2006. [ISBN: 9789053568767]
Exploring the rebel army during the early years of the Dutch revolt, the author in this revisionist study argues that William of Orange’s military reforms were largely responsible for the later military strength of the Dutch Republic, rather than those of Maurits, his son.
van Nimwegen. Olaf. The Dutch Army and the Military Revolutions, 1588–1688. Translated by Andrew May. Woodbridge, UK: Boydell, 2010. [ISBN: 9781843835752]
Based on extensive archival research, this study explores the army of the States General. The author argues that Dutch military strength was due to two military revolutions: a tactical one in the 1590s and an organizational one after 1667. English translation of “Deser landen crijchsvolck”: Het Staatse leger en de militaire revoluties, 1588–1688, first published in 2006 (Amsterdam: Bakker).

Zwitzer, H. L. “De militie van den staat”: Het leger van de Republiek der Verenigde Nederlanden. Amsterdam: Van Soeren, 1991. [ISBN: 9789068810202]
Concise introduction to the history of the Dutch army in the 17th and 18th centuries.

POLITICAL THOUGHT

In a Europe that was overwhelmingly monarchical, the rebels against the rule of Philip II eventually found ways and means to legitimize their struggle in intellectual terms. Even in the 17th century, when the Dutch Republic was a great power, its leading statesmen found it difficult to argue the superiority of republican institutions. Only in the second half of the century did the De la Court brothers and Spinoza develop a political discourse that was consistently republican. Van Gelderen 1992 and Mout 1986 discuss the role of political theories during the revolt. Kossmann 2000 and Haitsma Mulier 1980 constitute the expert studies on republicanism in the 17th century. Haitsma Mulier and Velema 1999 explores the concept of “freedom” from a multidisciplinary perspective.

Haitsma Mulier, Eco O. G. The Myth of Venice and Dutch Republican Thought in the Seventeenth Century. Translated by Gerard T. Moran. Assen, The Netherlands: Van Gorcum, 1980. [ISBN: 9789023217817]
Exploring the connection between republican thought in Renaissance Italy and the Netherlands, the author in this study shows how the Netherlands and Venice shared the Aristotelian ideal of a “mixed state” as a tool for understanding their constitutions.

Haitsma Mulier, Eco O. G., and W. R. E. Velema, eds. Vrijheid: Een geschiedenis van de vijftiende tot de twintigste eeuw. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 1999. [ISBN: 9789053563489]

Although this volume explores the concept of (political) “freedom” from the 15th century to the 20th century, most essays focus on the period of the revolt and the 17th century. Multidisciplinary in character and based on a wide variety of sources (prints, pamphlets, plays, treatises, etc.), this study serves as a good introduction to the history of political thought in the Dutch Republic.
Kossmann, Ernst H. Political Thought in the Dutch Republic: Three Studies. Amsterdam: Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen, 2000. [ISBN: 9789069842813]
Three essays by a leading scholar on political theory justifying the existence of a republic based on wealth in an overwhelmingly monarchical and aristocratic Europe. English translation of Politieke theorie in het zeventiende-eeuwse Nederland, first published in 1960, with a new introduction (Amsterdam: Noord-Hollandsche Uitgeverij Maatschappij). 

Mout, M. E. H. N. “Van arm vaderland tot eendrachtige republiek: De rol van politieke theorieën in de Nederlandse opstand.” *Bijdragen en Mededelingen betreffende de Geschiedenis der Nederlanden[http://www.bmgn-lchr.nl/index.php/bmgn/article/view/2725/2779]* 101 (1986): 345–365.

Discusses the role of political theories during the early development of the Dutch state. Argues that political theories in the Netherlands (with the exception of works by Lipsius) never reached a high level of abstraction due to the tortuous political practices they were designed to underpin.
van Gelderen, Martin. The Political Thought of the Dutch Revolt, 1555–1590. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1992. [ISBN: 9780521392044]
In an important study, based on political treatises published as pamphlets, the author analyzes the political theories that guided the rebels in their revolt against the king of Spain and that became the ideological foundations of the Dutch Republic. Explores notions of liberty, constitutionalism, representation, and popular sovereignty.

THE ECONOMY AND PUBLIC FINANCE

Situated at the crossroads of major trade routes and densely urbanized, the pre-revolt Netherlands were one of the wealthiest areas of early modern Europe, with the metropolis of Antwerp as its commercial hub. The revolt itself led to the breakdown of the economy of the Netherlands in the 1570s and 1580s until, during the 1590s, Amsterdam took over Antwerp’s key economic role. The spectacular growth of the economy of Amsterdam, Holland, and the entire Dutch Republic during the following decades has spurred a discussion among historians about whether economic growth was mainly due to the fall of Antwerp, and the ensuing exodus of its merchant community to the north, or whether the traditional strengths of Holland’s economy played a key role, such as its commercial rural economy, its large merchant fleet, and its dense network of cities. The inevitable beginning for all research is de Vries and van der Woude 1997, a comprehensive overview of the economy of the Dutch Republic. Israel 1989 is a comprehensive study of Dutch trade, innovative in its emphasis on contingent political factors, yet contested by many economic historians. Van Zanden 1993 studies the role of labor in the economy from a neo-Marxist point of view. Davids and Noordegraaf 1993 is a useful collection of essays. Lesger 2006 constitutes a path-breaking study of the rise of the Amsterdam economy. Goldgar 2007 is a case study about the 1630s speculation in tulip bulbs, combining economic, social, and cultural perspectives. Tracy 1985 and ’t Hart 1993 study the origins and development of public debt in the 16th and 17th centuries, respectively.
Davids, C. A., and Leo Noordegraaf. The Dutch Economy in the Golden Age: Nine Studies. Amsterdam: Nederlandsch Economisch-Historisch Archief, 1993. [ISBN: 9789071617669]

Useful collection of essays on a number of key problems of the Dutch economy of the Golden Age with differing viewpoints of the authors as to the origins of economic growth and the beginning of decline.

de Vries, Jan, and Ad van der Woude. The First Modern Economy: Success, Failure, and Perseverance of the Dutch Economy, 1500–1815. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1997. [ISBN: 9780521570619]

A comprehensive study of the economy of the Netherlands during its rise to European leadership and its subsequent decline, this voluminous (almost 800 pp.) book argues that the Dutch economy was the first “modern” economy, creating self-sustained economic growth well before the advent of industrial capitalism. First published in Dutch in 1995 as Nederland, 1500–1815: De eerste ronde van moderne economische groei (Amsterdam: Balans).

Goldgar, Anne. Tulipmania: Money, Honor, and Knowledge in the Dutch Golden Age. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007. [ISBN: 9780226301259]

Revisionist, thoroughly researched, and elegantly written, this is a fine case study setting the notorious 1630s speculation in tulip bulbs in a broad economic, social, and cultural context.
Israel, Jonathan I. Dutch Primacy in World Trade, 1585–1740. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989. [ISBN: 9780198227298]

Comprehensive yet controversial study seeking to explain Holland’s rise to commercial dominance as a result of the combination of the “rich trades,” until 1585 monopolized by Antwerp, and Holland’s traditional strengths in merchant shipping and bulk trade. Emphasizing the importance of contingent political factors, the author challenges the prevailing orthodoxy of the Annales School, which stresses the secular trend of population, wages, and prices.

Lesger, Clé. The Rise of the Amsterdam Market and Information Exchange: Merchants, Commercial Expansion and Change in the Spatial Economy of the Low Countries, c.1550–1630. Translated by J. C. Grayson. Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2006. [ISBN: 9780754652205]

Revisionist study explaining the rise of Amsterdam as the center of the world economy as a result of the Dutch revolt. Underscores the significance of information rather than Amsterdam’s position as a central staple for commodities. English translation of Handel in Amsterdam ten tijde van de opstand: Kooplieden, commerciële expansie en verandering in de ruimtelijke economie van de Nederlanden, ca. 1550–ca. 1630, first published in 2001 (Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren).
’t Hart, Marjolein. The Making of a Bourgeois State: War, Politics and Finance during the Dutch Revolt. Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 1993. [ISBN: 9780719038075]

Taking its point of departure in the “financial revolution” as explored in Tracy 1985, the author in this study traces the origins and development of the Dutch state as a result of the dual pressures of warfare and public debt. Focuses on how the Dutch succeeded in absorbing the enormous debts incurred by the war against Spain as well as on the unique outcome of a noncentralized and nonbureaucratic state.

Tracy, James D. A Financial Revolution in the Habsburg Netherlands: Renten and Renteniers in the County of Holland, 1515–1565. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985. [ISBN: 9780520054257]

Explores the emergence of a modern type of a funded public debt in the key province of Holland during the fifty years before the revolt, which would eventually enable the province to finance its war against Spain.

van Zanden, J. L. The Rise and Decline of Holland's Economy: Merchant Capitalism and the Labour Market. Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 1993. [ISBN: 9780719038068]

Incisive study of the rise and decline of the Dutch economy from the point of view of the position of labor and the development of the labor market.

THE SOCIAL FABRIC

Dutch society was unique in early modern Europe due to its high level of urbanization; the relatively modest position of its aristocracy; the political and cultural impact of its bourgeois urban elites; and the size, wealth, literacy, and political awareness of its urban middle classes. Price 2000 provides the only general overview, but see also Prak 2005, written as a general introduction to the Dutch Golden Age in the section *General Overviews*. Several excellent studies of the elites of various cities in the 18th century are available, but surprisingly enough few matching studies about the Golden Age; Noordam 1994 is the exception. In the absence of these, Zandvliet 2006 serves as a useful introduction. Kooijmans 1997 investigates social relations within and among elite families. Van Nierop 1993 and Gietman 2010 explore the nobilities in west and east, the latter especially its mentality and culture. The lower classes and popular culture are best studied in van Deursen 1991, while van Deursen 1994 is a fine community study of a small village.
Gietman, Conrad. Republiek van adel: Eer in de Oost-Nederlandse adelscultuur, 1555–1702. Utrecht, The Netherlands: Van Gruting, 2010. [ISBN: 9789075879506]
Innovative study exploring the notion of “honor” and the norms, values, and ambitions of the nobility of the eastern provinces of the Dutch Republic from the outbreak of the revolt to the end of the 17th century.

Kooijmans, Luuc, Vriendschap en de kunst van het overleven in de zeventiende en achttiende eeuw. Amsterdam: Bakker, 1997. [ISBN: 9789035118140]

Strikingly original study, based on correspondence, diaries, and other personal documents, discussing the importance of “friendship” for economic, social, and physical survival of individuals and elite families.
Noordam, Dirk Jaap. Geringde buffels en heren van stand: Het patriciaat van Leiden, 1574–1700. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1994. [ISBN: 9789065501271]

Fine study of the formation of a new political elite in the city of Leiden after the revolt.
Price, J. L. Dutch Society, 1588–1713. Harlow, UK: Longman, 2000. [ISBN: 9780582264250]
Excellent introduction to the social history of the Dutch Republic, exploring the genesis and development of the “bourgeois” character of Dutch society. Recommended for undergraduate teaching.

van Deursen, Arie Theodorus. Plain Lives in a Golden Age: Popular Culture, Religion and Society in Seventeenth-Century Holland. Translated by Maarten Ultee. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1991. [ISBN: 9789075879506]
Based on wide reading in a wide variety of sources, this narrative account of Dutch popular culture by a leading historian provides a kaleidoscopic view of the daily life of “ordinary people” in the Dutch Republic. English translation of Het kopergeld van de Gouden Eeuw, first published in 1978–1980 (Assen, The Netherlands: Van Gorcum), also published as Mensen van klein vermogen: Het kopergeld van de Gouden Eeuw, 1991 (Amsterdam: Bakker).
van Deursen, Arie Theodorus. Een dorp in de polder: Graft in de zeventiende eeuw. Amsterdam: Bakker, 1994. [ISBN: 9789035114470]
Local study providing a fascinating view of social relations, daily life, popular culture, and religion in a small rural community in 17th-century Holland. 

van Nierop, Henk F. K. The Nobility of Holland: From Knights to Regents, 1500–1650. Translated by Maarten Ultee. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1993. [ISBN: 9780521392600]
Explores the transformation of a traditional rural nobility in the key province of Holland into a small but politically powerful section of the ruling elite of the Dutch Republic, emphasizing their role in the Dutch revolt. English translation of Van ridders tot regenten: De Hollandse adel in de zestiende en de eerste helft van de zeventiende eeuw, first published in 1984 (Dieren, The Netherlands: Bataafsche Leeuw).

Zandvliet, Kees. De 250 rijksten van de Gouden Eeuw: Kapitaal, macht, familie en levensstijl. Amsterdam: Rijksmuseum, 2006. [ISBN: 9789086890064]

A collection of short biographies of the 250 wealthiest individuals of the 17th century, this Who’s Who of the Golden Age, written for a wide popular audience, provides unexpected insights into the structure and nature of the elites (mercantile, patrician, as well as aristocratic) of the Dutch Republic.

URBAN LIFE

The Dutch Republic was one of the most densely urbanized areas in early modern Europe, particularly its key province of Holland, with more than 60% of the population living in the cities. Urbanization impacted not only the Dutch economy and Dutch culture, but also it gave rise to specific urban institutional arrangements. Prak, et al. 2006 discusses craft guilds, Dorren 1998 neighborhood institutions, and Knevel 1994 the civic militias. Dekker 1982 explores urban riots.

Dekker, Rudolf. Holland in beroering: Oproeren in de 17de en 18de eeuw. Baarn, The Netherlands: Ambo, 1982. [ISBN: 9789026305429]
Based on extensive archival research, this is an important analysis of urban riots and rioters in Holland in the 17th and 18th centuries.

Dorren, Gabrielle. “*Communities within the Community: Aspects of Neighbourhood in Seventeenth-Century Haarlem[http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=1901628]*.” Urban History 25 (1998): 173–188.

Essay exploring communal life and identity in the gebuurten or urban neighborhoods of Haarlem, and the function of gebuurten in integrating communities threatened by immigration and religious diversity.

Knevel, Paul. Burgers in het geweer: De schutterijen in Holland, 1550–1700. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1994. [ISBN: 9789070403362]
A key study exploring the role of the urban civic militias in domestic peacekeeping and in urban rebellions from the Dutch revolt through the 17th century, this book underlines the significance of the militias as the champions of urban communal identity.
Prak, Maarten, Catherina Lis, Jan Lucassen, and Hugo Soly, eds. Craft Guilds in the Early Modern Low Countries: Work, Power, and Representation. Aldershot, UK: Ashgate, 2006. [ISBN: 9780754653394]
Seminal collection of essays on craft guilds, stressing their adaptability to changing circumstances.
IMMIGRATION AND PUBLIC WELFARE

The explosive growth of the urban population of the Netherlands in the 17th century depended on a massive influx of immigrants. Dutch industry, especially cargo shipping, the navy, and service industries, needed large amounts of immigrant labor. Immigrants were lured not only by job opportunities in the Dutch Republic, but also by the promise of religious freedom. Refugees from the southern provinces played a key role in the upswing of the economy and culture of the Dutch Republic (Briels 1985, Gelderblom 2000). The relatively high level of public welfare may also have attracted newcomers (Groenveld 1997, Parker 1998, MacCants 1997, Spaans 1997), but welfare facilities were open only to those who possessed full rights to urban citizenship (Kuijpers 2005).

Briels, J. G. C. A. Zuid-Nederlanders in de Republiek, 1572–1630: Een demografische en cultuurhistorische studie. Sint-Niklaas, Belgium: Danthe, 1985. [ISBN: 9789064670626]
This voluminous and thoroughly researched study charts immigration from the southern provinces into the Dutch Republic. However, it may overstate its impact by including second-generation immigrants.

Gelderblom, Oscar. Zuid-Nederlandse kooplieden en de opkomst van de Amsterdamse stapelmarkt, 1578–1630. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 2000. [ISBN: 9789065506207]
Well-researched collective biography of 852 immigrant merchants from the southern provinces who settled in Amsterdam from 1578 to 1630 suggests that their impact on the development of the Amsterdam staple was substantial yet not domineering.

Groenveld, Simon. “De Republiek der Verenigde Nederlanden en haar wezen, ca. 1572–1795.” In Wezen en boefjes: Zes eeuwen zorg in wees- en kinderhuizen. Edited by Simon Groenveld, Jeroen J. H. Dekker, Th. R. M. Willemse, and Jacques Dane, 45–251. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1997. [ISBN: 9789065505538]
Useful general overview of urban and rural institutional arrangements for orphan care in the Dutch Republic.
Kuijpers, Erika. Migrantenstad: Immigratie en sociale verhoudingen in 17e-eeuws Amsterdam. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 2005. [ISBN: 9789065508522]
Rich study of immigration to Amsterdam and the life of immigrants and their offspring, based on extensive archival research, combining a wealth of numerical and qualitative data.

MacCants, Anne E. C. Civic Charity in a Golden Age: Orphan Care in Early Modern Amsterdam. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997. [ISBN: 9780252023330]

Fine study of municipal orphan care in the Amsterdam Burgerweeshuis (civic orphanage), the institution taking care of the orphans of middle-class inhabitants with full poorter (citizen) rights.
Parker, Charles H. The Reformation of Community: Social Welfare and Calvinist Charity in Holland, 1572–1620. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1998. [ISBN: 9780521623056]

Exploring the relationship between municipal and ecclesiastical relief agencies in the six chief cities of the province of Holland, the author in this comparative study argues that the Dutch Reformation gave rise to competing conceptions of (Christian) community.

Spaans, Joke. Armenzorg in Friesland, 1500–1800: Publieke zorg en particuliere liefdadigheid in zes Friese steden: Leeuwarden, Bolsward, Franeker, Sneek, Dokkum en Harlingen. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1997. [ISBN: 97890655005743]
Substantial study of poor relief in six major towns of Friesland, exploring the changing relations between church and state.

GENDER

Foreign travelers in the Dutch Republic almost without exception commented on the freedom enjoyed by Dutch women, both in the private and in the economic spheres. This was, of course, a comment on their own society of origin as much as on the society they were visiting. Historians have explored the extent to which the rights and the conditions of life of Dutch women were distinct. Nevertheless, Dutch women’s history is in its infancy. Kloek, et al. 1994 is a general introduction to the topic, Schmidt 2005 to female labor, and Pollmann 2002 to gender and religion. Van den Heuvel 2007 explores female entrepreneurship, van de Pol 2011 the prostitution scene, and van der Heijden 1998 general attitudes toward marriage, sex, and the family. Schmidt 2001 explores widowhood, while Adams 2005 is a more theoretical approach focusing on the role of women in family networks and their impact on politics and the economy.
Adams, Julia. The Familial State: Ruling Families and Merchant Capitalism in Early Modern Europe. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2005. [ISBN: 9780801433085]

Sociological and comparative study arguing the importance of “patrimonialism” in the economy and politics of the Dutch Republic, emphasizing the vital role of women in family networks of the Dutch elite.

Kloek, Els, Nicole Teeuwen, and Marijke Huisman, eds. Women of the Golden Age: An International Debate on Women in Seventeenth-Century Holland, England and Italy. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1994. [ISBN: 9789065503831] [class:conference-proceeding]
A volume of conference proceedings that nicely opens up the topic. Addresses both the reality of women’s lives and how they were perceived. Essays from a conference, “Women of the Golden Age,” held at Haarlem, 1–2 July 1992.

Pollmann, Judith. “Women and Religion in the Dutch Golden Age.” Dutch Crossing: A Journal of Low Countries Studies 24 (2002): 162–182.

Based on an analysis of the Utrecht Reformed Church membership, this article argues the independence of women in decision making in the field of religion.

Schmidt, Ariadne. Overleven na de dood: weduwen in Leiden in de Gouden Eeuw. 
Amsterdam: Bakker, 2001. [ISBN903512362x]
This study the relative economic and legal freedom enjoyed by widows in the Dutch Republic.
Schmidt, Ariadne, ed. “Vrouwenarbeid in de vroegmoderne tĳd in Nederland.” In Special Issue: *Tĳdschrift voor Sociale en Economische Geschiedenis[http://www.tseg.nl/2005–3/]* 2.3 (2005): 2–21.

Several contributions on female labor in the early modern Netherlands; good introduction to the topic.

van den Heuvel, Daniëlle. Women and Entrepreneurship: Female Traders in the Northern Netherlands, c. 1580–1815. Amsterdam: Aksant, 2007. [ISBN: 9789052602776]

Exploring three types of female entrepreneurship, the author in this study argues that a career in commerce became more accessible for women in the 18th century than it had been in the 17th century.

van de Pol, Lotte. The Burgher and the Whore: Prostitution in Early Modern Amsterdam. Translated by Liz Waters. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. [ISBN: 9780199211401]

Based on extensive archival research, especially in judicial records, this study paints a fascinating canvas of women’s lives in Amsterdam’s flowering prostitution industry. English translation of De burger en de hoer: Prostitutie in Amsterdam, first published in 2003 (Amsterdam: Wereldbibliotheek) as an abridged edition of Het Amsterdams hoerdom: Prostitutie in de zeventiende en achttiende eeuw (Amsterdam: Wereldbibliotheek, 1996).

van der Heijden, Maria P. C. Huwelijk in Holland: Stedelijke rechtspraak en kerkelijke tucht, 1550–1700. Amsterdam: Bakker, 1998. [ISBN: 9789035120051]

Important study exploring attitudes, norms, and values about marriage and sexual behavior as espoused by members of urban magistrates’ benches and Reformed consistories in three cities in the province of Holland.

THE OVERSEAS WORLD

In extending the war against Spain to the Spanish and Portuguese possessions overseas, the Dutch built a colonial empire in the East Indies and the New World. Initially, this led to prolonged warfare in colonial regions with Spain and Portugal; later, during the 1650s and 1660s, with England. While essential for the growth and development of the Dutch economy, the Dutch presence overseas also had a huge impact on the native populations and their economies. Van Goor 1997 provides a useful general overview of Dutch colonial history, and Boxer 1977 is still an excellent guide to Dutch experiences overseas. Gaastra 2003 and den Heijer 1994 are the standard overviews of the Dutch East India Company and the Dutch West India Company, respectively. Taylor 2009 is a fine study of Indo-Dutch society in Batavia. Postma 1990 examines the role of the Dutch in the Atlantic slave trade. Jacobs 2009 explores how Dutch institutions, values, and mentalities were copied in a New Netherland setting. Schmidt 2001 studies the impact of knowledge of the New World on a Dutch sense of identity, while Zandvliet 1998 explores how the colonial experience made the Dutch the leading producers of maps and charts.

Boxer, Charles R. The Dutch Seaborne Empire, 1600–1800. London: Hutchinson, 1977. [ISBN: 9780091310516]

Originally published in 1965, this is still the most accessible general introduction to Dutch colonial expansion and the diverse types of colonial societies it created. Reprint  with an updated bibliography.

den Heijer, Henk. De geschiedenis van de WIC. Zutphen, The Netherlands: Walburg Pers, 1994. [ISBN: 9789060119129]

Standard history of the Dutch West India Company, indispensable as a beginning source for research.

Gaastra, Femme S. The Dutch East India Company Expansion and Decline. Zutphen, The Netherlands: Walburg Pers, 2003. [ISBN: 9789057302411]

Up-to-date introduction to the history of the Dutch East India Company. English translation of De geschiedenis van de VOC, first published in 1982, reprint 2002 (Zutphen, The Netherlands: Walburg Pers).

Jacobs, Jaap. The Colony of New Netherland: A Dutch Settlement in Seventeenth-Century America. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2009. [ISBN: 9780801475160]

This study charts the development of a small Dutch colony on the shores of the Hudson River with specific Dutch characteristics. Explores daily life, religion, trade, administration, and relations with the native population. English translation of Een zegenrijk gewest: Nieuw-Nederland in de zeventiende eeuw, first published in 1999 (Amsterdam: Bakker).
Postma, Johannes Menne. The Dutch in the Atlantic Slave Trade, 1600–1815. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1990. [ISBN: 9780521365857]

Based upon extensive archival research, this book examines the Dutch participation in the Atlantic slave trade over a period of more than two centuries.

Schmidt, Benjamin. Innocence Abroad: The Dutch Imagination and the New World, 1570–1670. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2001. [ISBN: 9780521804080]

Brilliant study exploring the image of the New World as it was shaped in the Dutch Republic during the revolt against Spain, and how it served to forge a new national identity fashioned around the twin themes of “innocence” and “tyranny.” 
Taylor, Jean Gelman. The Social World of Batavia: Europeans and Eurasians in Colonial Indonesia. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2009. [ISBN: 9780299232139]

Analysis of the social, cultural, and religious world of the Dutch settlement in Batavia (Jakarta), emphasizing the ruling elite and tracing the genesis of a hybrid Indo-Dutch culture. Enlarged and revised edition, first published in 1983.

van Goor, Jurrien. De Nederlandse koloniën: Geschiedenis van de Nederlandse expansie, 1600–1975. The Hague: SDU Uitgeverij Koninginnegracht, 1997. [ISBN: 9789012085144]
Balanced overview of four centuries of Dutch expansion and colonial rule in Asia, Africa, and America.
Zandvliet, Kees. Mapping for Money: Maps, Plans, and Topographic Paintings and Their Role in Dutch Overseas Expansion during the 16th and 17th Centuries. Amsterdam:  Bataafsche Leeuw, 1998. [ISBN: 9789067074544]

Exemplary study of maps and mapmaking (a monopoly of the Dutch East India Company) during the first century of Dutch overseas expansion.

THE CULTURE OF THE GOLDEN AGE

Due to the elusiveness of the concept of “culture,” few studies claim to address Dutch culture at large. Price 2011 offers an intelligent, well-balanced introduction. Huizinga 1968 is a classic, fundamental for historiographical reasons. Schama 1987 is widely read, but controversial and sometimes inaccurate. Frijhoff and Spies 2004 has much to offer, but it is focused on the mid-17th century.
Frijhoff, Willem, and Marijke Spies. 1650: Hard-Won Unity. Translated by Myra Heerspink-Scholz. Assen, The Netherlands: Royal Van Gorcum, 2004. [ISBN: 9789023239635]
Broad overview and incisive analysis of Dutch culture of the 17th century, centered on the years around 1650. Its focus on the middle decades of the century makes it stand out from other studies trying to encompass the entire century. English translation of 1650: Bevochten eendracht, first published in 1999 (The Hague: SDU Uitgevers).
Huizinga, Johan. Dutch Civilisation in the Seventeenth Century and Other Essays. Translated by Arnold J. Pomerans. London: Collins, 1968.

A brilliant “sketch” of Dutch culture in the 17th century by the premier historian of the Netherlands, still highly readable. Originally written in the 1930s, it is colored by the author’s desire to defend democratic values against the rising forces of fascism and Nazism. English translation of Nederland’s beschaving in de zeventiende eeuw: Een schets (Haarlem, The Netherlands: Tjeenk Willink, 1941).

Price, J. L. Dutch Culture in the Golden Age. London: Reaktion Books, 2011. [ISBN: 9781861898005]

Excellent introduction to the field, arguing that the tension between innovation and tradition is the key characteristic of Dutch culture in the 17th century. A highly nuanced account, based on secondary readings, with a select bibliography. Recommended for undergraduate teaching.

Schama, Simon. The Embarrassment of Riches: An Interpretation of Dutch Culture in the Golden Age. New York: Knopf, 1987. [ISBN: 9780394510750]
A highly original, anthropologically inspired, yet controversial interpretation of Dutch culture, in search of the origins and character of a sense of “Dutchness.” Probably the best-known study among a wider audience, it is unfortunately marred by inaccuracies and factual errors.

THE VISUAL ARTS AND LITERATURE

The Dutch “Golden Age” is probably best known through its marvelous and distinctive schools of painting. Of course, an enormous body of scholarship exists on the art of the Dutch Golden Age, which cannot be discussed here. Westermann 1996 and North 1997 provide concise introductions for classroom use. Haak 1984, more voluminous, is also more substantial and provides an excellent introduction in Dutch. Montias 1982 offers an economic analysis of market forces on the rise and decline of a local school of painting. Students, especially those outside the Netherlands, are usually less familiar with the literature of the Golden Age. Schenkeveld-van der Dussen 1991 offers an introduction for readers who do not read Dutch, while van Stipriaan 2002 is a wonderful starting point for those who do. Porteman and Smits-Veldt 2008 is now the standard work on the history of Dutch literature in the Golden Age, Harline 1987 is helpful for scholars wishing to explore the Dutch Republic’s rich pamphlet literature.
Haak, B. Hollandse schilders in de Gouden Eeuw. Amsterdam: Meulenhoff-Landshoff, 1984. [ISBN: 9789029084529]
An in-depth discussion of more than 400 painters of the 17th century, mainly organized according to local schools of painting. Despite its title, this book is not confined to painters from the province of Holland. Richly illustrated.
Harline, Craig E. Pamphlets, Printing, and Political Culture in the Early Dutch Republic. Dordrecht, The Netherlands: Martinus Nijhoff, 1987. [ISBN: 9789024735112]

Based on a large sample from the “Knuttel” pamphlet collection in the National Library in The Hague, this study describes and interprets the place of pamphlets in Dutch cultural, social, and political life during the period 1565–1648. Indispensable for research into the Dutch “discussion culture.”
Montias, John Michael. Artists and Artisans in Delft: A Socio-Economic Study of the Seventeenth Century. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1982. [ISBN: 9780691039862]

Brilliant study by an economist explaining the short-lived but spectacular flowering of the Delft school of painting around 1650. Extensive archival research analyzes market factors leading to the rise and decline of a distinct local school of painting.
North, Michael. Art and Commerce in the Dutch Golden Age. Translated by Catherine Hill. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1997. [ISBN: 9780300058949]

A concise introduction, based on a lecture series, stressing social and economic aspects of the production and marketing of Dutch Golden Age art. English translation of Kunst und Kommerz im Goldenen Zeitalter: Zur Sozialgeschichte der niederländischen Malerei des 17. Jahrhunderts, first published in 1992 (Cologne: Böhlau).

Porteman, Karel, and Mieke B. Smits-Veldt. Een nieuw vaderland voor de muzen: Geschiedenis van de Nederlandse literatuur, 1560–1700. Amsterdam: Bakker, 2008. [ISBN: 9789035130296]

The most recent and up-to-date history of Dutch literature of the Golden Age, highly readable, concerned with social, economic, political, religious, and cultural contexts. The inevitable beginning for all scholarly research.

Schenkeveld-van der Dussen, Maria A. Dutch Literature in the Age of Rembrandt: Themes and Ideas. Amsterdam: Benjamins, 1991. [ISBN: 9789027222145]

An excellent introduction for readers not familiar with the Dutch language. This book convincingly argues the relevance of literature for students of Dutch culture.

van Stipriaan, René. Het volle leven: Nederlandse literatuur en cultuur ten tijde van de Republiek,circa 1550–1800. Amsterdam: Prometheus, 2002. [ISBN: 9789053339978]

Elegantly composed introduction to Dutch literary life of the Golden Age, stressing the social and cultural context. Not a traditional history of literature, this study deals with the role of literature in Dutch high and low culture and the reception as much as the production of literary texts.
Westermann, Mariët. The Art of the Dutch Republic, 1585–1718. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1996. [ISBN: 9780297833697]

Concise survey, densely argued, of Dutch painting of the Golden Age, linking art to social and cultural contexts. More than 100 color illustrations accompany a mere 192 pp. of text.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND PHILOSOPHY

With scientists such as Stevin, Descartes, Christiaan Huygens, Swammerdam, and Boerhaave, Dutch science of the Golden Age was as precocious as its art. Several fine studies address Dutch scientific leadership. However, the flowering of the sciences in the Dutch Republic took place mostly after the middle of the 17th century (roughly 1650–1720), and cannot be discussed here. Jorink 1999 is a good short introduction to the field, Davids 2008 a more substantial study of technology. Jorink 2010 is an innovative study into the relations between religion and science, while Cook 2007, in contrast, stresses the impact of commerce on the development of the new science. Van Bunge 2001 traces the development of philosophy in the 17th century.
Cook, Harold J. Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2007. [ISBN: 9780300117967]

Revisionist study arguing that it was commerce and not religion that stimulated the “scientific revolution” of the 17th century.

Davids, C. A. The Rise and Decline of Dutch Technological Leadership: Technology, Economy and Culture in the Netherlands, 1350–1800. Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 2008. [ISBN: 9789004168657]

Well-researched overview of Dutch technological leadership in early modern Europe, explaining its origins, rise, and decline over a long period of time and in an international context.
Jorink, Eric. Wetenschap en wereldbeeld in de Gouden Eeuw. Hilversum, The Netherlands: Verloren, 1999. [ISBN: 9789065501660]

Concise and accessible introduction to the flowering of the natural sciences during the Dutch Golden Age. This study explores the closely knit unity of the sciences with popular images of the interconnection between the cosmos and human society.

Jorink, Eric. Reading the Book of Nature in the Dutch Golden Age, 1575–1715. Translated by Peter Mason. Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 2010. [ISBN: 9789004186712]

Revisionist study, challenging the rational and utilitarian character of Dutch scientific culture. Arguing that nature was widely regarded as a second “book of God,” next to the Bible, the author also demonstrates the destructive nature of radical biblical criticism on traditional views of nature. English translation of Het “Boeck der Natuere”: Nederlandse geleerden en de wonderen van Gods Schepping, 1575–1715 first published in 2006 (Leiden, The Netherlands: Primavera).

van Bunge, Wiep. From Stevin to Spinoza: An Essay on Philosophy in the Seventeenth-Century Dutch Republic. Leiden, The Netherlands: E. J. Brill, 2001. [ISBN: 9789004122178]

Well-researched essay offering an original explanation of the popularity of Cartesianism by the mid-17th century in Dutch intellectual circles and its later influence on theology.
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