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Cover: colonies of mouse embryonic stem cells on the verge of death, as a result of genetic 
inactivation of the Ring1b gene and subsequent loss of Ring1b protein. The DNA in the nuclei is 
stained blue, Ring1b is stained red. Wildtype embryonic stem cells express Ring1b in such large 
quantitities, that the staining would be red, with hardly any blue shining through (not shown).
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Voor Laura

Nature, properly understood in a scientifi c way, is deeply beautiful and unfailingly interesting. 
It’s worth putting in some honest effort to understand it properly. 
Richard Dawkins, ‘A Devil’s Chaplain’


